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Thelma Meléndez de Santa Ana, Assistant Secretary

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Suite 3W230

Washington, DC 20202-6100

Dear Assistant Secretary Meléndez de Santa Ana:
California hereby submits for your consideration a request for a waiver of a provision of federal law and regulations related to the requirement to carry over a portion of funding from School Improvement Grants (SIG): American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009, Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965 as amended. 

The following table provides a summary of the applications that California received from local educational agencies (LEAs) for SIG sub-grants.
	Total Applied
	Intervention Model Selected

	Districts
	60
	
	

	Schools
	165
	Turnaround
	32

	     Tier I
	85
	Transformation
	72

	     Tier II
	28
	Restart
	8

	     Tier III
	52
	Closure
	2

	
	
	
	

	Total Requested (approximate)
	$645,000,000
	
	


California conducted a reader’s conference where applications from LEAs were scored by a team of readers. This process was followed by an in-depth budget review and, in some cases, revisions of proposed school and LEA budgets. The summary of approvable applications is provided below.

	Total Applications Recommended for Funding
	Intervention Model Selected

	Districts
	41*
	
	

	Schools
	               95
	Turnaround
	29

	     Tier I
	70
	Transformation
	57

	     Tier II
	25
	Restart
	7

	     Tier III
	0
	Closure
	2

	
	
	
	

	Total Requested
	$461,153,682
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Recommended Funding
	$412,732,455                   
	
	


*Includes 4 Charters
According to federal requirements, 25 percent of the approximately $415 million granted to California must be carried over to next year to fund another cohort since not all identified Tier I and Tier II schools will be served. California had 188 Tier I and Tier II schools identified as Persistently Lowest-Achieving. As indicated in the tables above, we did not receive applications for all of those schools, and only 95 of the 188 Tier I and Tier II schools have approvable applications. Nevertheless, 75 percent of the SIG grant will not fund all approvable Tier I and Tier II schools. The additional 25 percent is needed to provide maximum funding for this year’s cohort of Persistently Lowest-Achieving schools.

In keeping with guidance provided through a conference call with your office on August 3, 2010, California made adjustments to some applications based on school size; small, medium, and large student populations. This action was taken to accommodate the maximum number of schools with the funding available.
The requested waiver will increase the quality of instruction for more students and improve the academic achievement of students in a greater number of schools identified as Tier I and Tier II by enabling more schools and LEAs to benefit from the SIG program this year in implementing one of the four intervention models established by your agency. 

California requests a waiver of the following provision:

· Waive section II.B.9(a) of the final requirements for the SIG program, set forth in 74 FR 65618 (Dec. 10, 2009), and amended by the interim final requirements, set forth in 75 FR 3375 (Jan. 21, 2010) to reserve 25 percent of 2010–11 funding scheduled to be carried over to 2011–12 to instead be distributed to additional LEAs that submitted approvable applications for their Tier I and Tier II schools 
this year so that a greater number of LEAs and their Tier I and Tier II schools may be funded to participate in the 2010 SIG cohort. 
A list of Tier I and Tier II schools with approvable plans as well as requested and recommended funding amounts is provided as Enclosure 1. Regardless of the outcome of this waiver request, California will not fund any schools identified as Tier III this year. 

California assures that it is providing all LEAs in the state that are eligible to receive a SIG grant with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on this request. California will forward documentation of this notice provided to LEAs and to the general public concerning California’s intention to apply for this waiver, as well as any public comments received, as soon as it is available. We respectfully submit this request and accompanying information, and appreciate your expedited consideration of our request.

The Notice of Public Comment for this waiver request is located at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Deborah V.H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent, Curriculum, Learning, and Accountability Branch, by phone at 916-319-0812 or by e-mail at dsigman@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

JACK O’CONNELL
THEODORE R. MITCHELL

State Superintendent of Public Instruction
President

California Department of Education
California State Board of Education
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