Final Minutes

State Board of Education

Special Meeting

Tuesday May 31, 2005


California Department of Education

1430 N Street, Room 5602

Sacramento, California

Members Present

Ruth Green, President

Glee Johnson, Vice President

Alan Bersin

Ruth Bloom

Don Fisher

Ricky Gill

Kenneth Noonan

Joe Nuñez

Bonnie Reiss

Johnathan Williams

Members Absent

Yvonne Chan

Secretary and Executive Officer

Jack O’Connell, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Principal Staff 

Cathy Barkett, Executive Director, State Board of Education

Karen Steentofte, Chief Counsel, State Board of Education

Bob LaLiberte, Retired Annuitant, State Board of Education

Rebecca Parker, Education Program Consultant, State Board of Education

Debbie Rury, Education Policy Consultant, State Board of Education

Kathy Dobson, Legal Assistant, State Board of Education

Vickie Evans, Executive Assistant, State Board of Education

Robin Jackson, Executive Secretary, State Board of Education

Gavin Payne, Chief Deputy Superintendent, California Department of Education

Marsha Bedwell, General Counsel, California Department of Education

Susan Ronnback, Chief Policy Advisor to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Cindy Cunningham, Liaison to the State Board, California Department of Education

Call to Order

President Green called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m. She took roll to establish that a quorum was present for the teleconference meeting. 

Salute to the Flag

Bill Padilla led the Board, staff and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Announcements/Communications

President Green individually asked each of the members at other locations to verify that the meeting notice had been posted outside their location and to indicate whether there were members of the public present at any of the other locations. The members verified that the notice was posted and reported that members of the public were present at the Los Angeles, and Kerman locations.  There were no members of the public present at the San Francisco location.

President Green explained that the Board would meet in Public Session for Items 1 and 2 and would then go into a Closed Session, during which the audience would not be present. After the Closed Session, the audience would be invited back into the meeting room for the report from the Closed Session.
	ITEM 1
	No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001: Additional Flexibility for NCLB Accountability Plan Regarding Students with Disabilities, Growth Models, and English Language Learners.
	INFORMATION

ACTION


Diane Levin, Administrator, NCLB Implementation and Coordination Office, School and District Accountability Division presented the item with support from Bill Padia, Director of Policy and Evaluation Division, Deb Sigman, Director, Assessment and Standards Division, and Alan Lloyd Jones, Special Education Division.

Ms. Levin explained that the flexibility option regarding students with disabilities was a temporary mechanism that would give applicant states time to develop an alternate assessment to modified achievement standards. Mr. Padia indicated that the flexibility option would only benefit schools and local educational agencies (LEAs) that failed to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) based solely on the performance of their special education students. At this point, the ED has agreed to allow the calculation change to be available for the 2004-05 testing cycle.

Ms. Sigman reported that the development of the new alternate assessment based on modified achievement standards would require additional resources. She indicated that, at present, there was language and an appropriation in the budget bill to restore $650,000 and that the CDE was pursuing additional funding options.

The following individuals addressed the Board:

Jim Woodhead, Liaison for Advisory Commission on Special Education

Silvia DeRuvo, California Association of Resource Specialists and Special Education Teachers
Russlynn Ali, Director, Education Trust – West

Sherry Skelly-Griffith, Association of California School Administrators 

George Martinez, California Federation of Teachers

· Action:  Vice President Johnson moved that the Board approve the June 1 letter to Ray Simon requesting Option 1 flexibility for California, and expressing interest in continuing the discussions about any additional flexibility that may arise related to California’s growth model and/or English Language Learners, and further approve the draft June 15, 2005, letter to Ray Simon supporting the Option 1 flexibility request with any technical revisions being approved by the Board’s federal liaisons prior to transmittal to USDE.   Mr. Gill seconded the motion.  Roll call was taken for the vote and the motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.  

	ITEM 2
	PUBLIC COMMENT.

Public Comment is invited on any matter not included on the printed agenda. Depending on the number of individuals wishing to address the State Board, the presiding officer may establish specific time limits on presentations.
	INFORMATION


The following individuals addressed the Board:

Quentin Christian, Executive Director, California Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance

Freddie Thompson Esthers, President Elect, California Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, Physical Education Teacher Los Angeles District

Pat Vickroy, Elementary Physical Education Teacher, Gilroy, California

No action was taken on this item.

President Green informed the audience that the Board would meet in Closed Session.

Closed Session

The State Board met in Closed Session from 12:12 p.m. to 12:57 p.m.

Public Session Reconvened

President Green reconvened the Public Session at 12:58 p.m.

Closed Session Report
Ms. Steentofte reported that the Board met in Closed Session to consider the resignation of the Executive Director and took action to approve the proposed Executive Director Resignation and Release Agreement in concept, giving authority to Board members Ruth Green and Alan Bersin to work out the final agreement in keeping with the components of the proposed Executive Director Resignation and Release Agreement.

 

Additionally, the Board took action to assign Board members, Ruth Green, Glee Johnson, Alan Bersin and Joe Nuñez to a search committee for the purposes of seeking, reviewing and recommending candidates for the positions of Executive Director, Chief Counsel and Deputy Director.

Adjournment

President Green adjourned the meeting at 1:05 p.m.

� The three additional locations for the meeting were:


Kerman Unified School District, Office of the Superintendent, 151 South First Street, Kerman, CA 93630


2 Folsom Street, 15th Floor, North Conference Room, San Francisco, CA 94105


150 South Rodeo Drive, Third Floor Conference Room, Beverly Hills, CA 90210
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