Public Charter Schools Grant Program Subgrant Application Peer Reviewer Benchmarks – Waiver Applicants
California Department of Education Public Charter Schools Grant Program Office
Revised 11/2024
 Charter School Information
[bookmark: Text1]
  Charter School Name:      

[bookmark: Text2]  Authorizer Name:      

  Type of Subgrant:      

[bookmark: Application_Components]Application Components

	PART
	Score

	Part 1 – Application Component Checklist
	Unscored – CDE review

	Part 2 – General Information
	Unscored – CDE review

	Part 3 – Narrative Response Questions 1-13
	[bookmark: Text85]  Number of “Meets 
  Expectations”:      
Number of “Does Not Meet Expectations”:      

	Part 3 – High-Quality Response for Replication and Expansion Applicants Only Question 14
	Unscored – CDE review

	Part 4 – Updated PCSGP Work Plan
	Unscored – CDE review

	Part 5 – Updated PCSGP Budget Summary and Narrative
	Unscored – CDE review

	Part 6 – Subgrant Conditions and Assurances
	Unscored – CDE review

	Signatures
	Unscored – CDE review

	Appendices
	Unscored – CDE review
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Peer Reviewer Recommendation

(at least 19/27 “Meets Expectations” in Part 3 Narrative, Questions 1-13)

 
(fewer than 19/27 “Meets Expectations” in Part 3 Narrative, Questions 1-13)

[bookmark: Overall_Comments]Overall Comments

[bookmark: Text86]     

[bookmark: Part_3_–_Narrative_Response]Part 3 – Narrative Response
Activities conducted under this grant must be directly related to opening and preparing for the operation of a new, replicated, or expanded high-quality charter school.

	
Part 3 – Narrative Section
	
Meets
	Does Not Meet

	1a. Confirms information previously submitted is still accurate or describes how the school’s updated plan for ensuring autonomy and flexibility granted to its charter school is consistent with the definition of a charter school in ESEA Section 4310 (2). (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 1A “Autonomy from Authorizer”)
	
	

	1b. Provides a copy of the Articles of Incorporation and Governing Board By-Laws
	
	

	2a. Confirms information previously submitted is still accurate or describes the school’s updated autonomy from its charter management organization (CMO) or non-profit which manages multiple charter schools. (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 1B “Autonomy from CMO or non-profit operating multiple schools under one governing board”)
	
	

	2b-e. Provides a copy or description of the contract and other information requested under in questions 2b-e, if applicable.
	
	

	2f. Confirms information previously submitted is still accurate or describes updated plan for student record retention and transfer processes. (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 3D “Student Record Retention and Transfer Process”).
	
	

	3. Confirms information previously submitted is still accurate or describes how the charter school will maintain financial sustainability after the end of the subgrant period. (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 1I “Capacity Building”)
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Part 3 – Narrative Section
	
Meets
	Does Not Meet

	4. Describes how the charter school will meet the educational needs of its students, including “children with disabilities” and English learners.
	
	

	5. Confirms information previously submitted is still accurate or describes how the charter school will solicit and consider input from parents and other members of the community on the implementation and operation of each charter school that will receive funds under the SE’s program. (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 5A “Parent and Community Involvement”)
	
	

	6. Describes how the charter school will support the use of effective parent, family, and community engagement strategies to operate each charter school that will receive funding.
	
	

	7. Describes the charter school’s student discipline practices.
	
	

	8a. Describes the charter school’s lottery and waitlist policy and procedures to ensure compliance with state and federal law. This description must include:

1. Recruitment practices:
2. Enrollment practices:
3. Admissions practices, including lottery preferences and projected timeline for conducting a lottery:
4. Waitlist practices, including how and when students are offered seats if they become available:
	
	

	8b. Affirms that enrollment preferences, lottery exemptions, and weighted lottery categories are in alignment with RFA requirements or provides the required assurances on school letterhead with school administrator signature.
	
	




	
Part 3 – Narrative Section
	
Meets
	Does Not Meet

	9. Describe how the proposed project would serve the interests and meet the needs of students and families in the communities the charter school intends to serve. The needs analysis, which may consist of information and documents previously submitted to an authorized public chartering agency to address need, must include, but is not necessarily limited to, the following:
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable

	9a. Descriptions of the local community support, including information that demonstrates interest in, and need for, the charter school; benefits to the community; and other evidence of demand for the charter school that demonstrates a strong likelihood the charter school will achieve and maintain its enrollment projections. Such information may include information on waiting lists for the proposed charter school or existing charter schools or traditional public schools; data on access to seats in high-quality public schools in the districts from which the charter school expects to draw students; and family interest in specialized instructional approaches proposed to be implemented at the charter school.
	
	

	9b. Provide information on the proposed charter school’s projected student enrollment, and evidence to support the projected enrollment based on the needs analysis and other relevant data and factors, such as the methodology and calculations used.
	
	




	
Part 3 – Narrative Section
	
Meets
	Does Not Meet

	9c. An analysis of the proposed charter school’s projected student demographics and a description of the demographics of students attending public schools in the local community in which the charter school would be located and the school districts from which the students are, or would be, drawn to attend the charter school; a description of how the applicant plans to establish and maintain a racially and socio-economically diverse student body, including proposed strategies (that are consistent with applicable legal requirements) to recruit, admit, enroll, and retain a diverse student body. An applicant that is unlikely to establish and maintain a racially and socio-economically diverse student body at the proposed charter school because the charter school would be located in a racially or socio-economically segregated or isolated community, or due to the charter school’s specific education mission, must describe-
i. Why it is unlikely to be able to establish and maintain a racially and socio- economically diverse student body at the proposed charter school;
ii. How the anticipated racial and socio-economic makeup of the student body would promote the purposes of the CSP to provide high-quality educational opportunities to all students, which may include a specialized educational program or mission; and
iii. The anticipated impact of the proposed charter school on the racial and socio- economic diversity of the public schools and school districts from which students would be drawn to attend the charter school.
	
	




	
Part 3 – Narrative Section
	
Meets
	Does Not Meet

	9d. A robust family and community engagement plan designed to ensure the active participation of families and the community that includes the following:
i. How families and the community were, are, or will be engaged in determining the vision and design for the charter school, including specific examples of how families’ and the community’s input was, is, or is expected to be incorporated into the vision and design for the charter school.
ii. How the charter school will meaningfully engage with both families and the community to create strong and ongoing partnerships.
iii. How the charter school will foster a collaborative culture that involves the families of all students, including underserved students, in ensuring their ongoing input in school decision-making.
iv. How the charter school’s recruitment, admissions, enrollment, and retention processes will engage and accommodate families from various backgrounds, including English learners, students with disabilities, and students of color, including by holding enrollment and recruitment events on weekends or during non-standard work hours, making interpreters available, and providing enrollment and recruitment information in widely accessible formats (e.g., hard copy and online in multiple languages; as appropriate, large print or braille for visually-impaired individuals) through widely available and transparent means (e.g., online and at community locations).
v. How the charter school has engaged or will engage families and the community to develop an instructional model to best serve the targeted student population and their families, including students with disabilities and English learners.
	
	




	
Part 3 – Narrative Section
	
Meets
	Does Not Meet

	9e. How the plans for the operation of the charter school will support and reflect the needs of students and families in the community, including consideration of district or community assets and how the school’s location, or anticipated location if a facility has not been secured, will facilitate access for the targeted student population (e.g., access to public transportation or other transportation options, the demographics of neighborhoods within walking distance of the school, and transportation plans and costs for students who are not able to walk or use public transportation to access the school).
	
	

	9f. A description of the steps the applicant has taken or will take to ensure that the proposed charter school
i. would not hamper, delay, or negatively affect any desegregation efforts in the community in which the charter school would be located and the public school districts from which students are, or would be, drawn to attend the charter school, including efforts to comply with a court order, statutory obligation, or voluntary efforts to create and maintain desegregated public schools; and
ii. to ensure that the proposed charter school would not otherwise increase racial or socio-economic segregation or isolation in the schools from which the students are, or would be, drawn to attend the charter school.
	
	

	10. Describes clear plans and procedures to provide student records to another public school or school district in a timely manner and to help students enrolled in the charter school to attend other high-quality schools, in the event that the applicant school closes or loses its charter.
	
	

	11. Describes the steps that the applicant has taken to consider and plan for the transportation needs of all students.
	
	

	12. Includes evidence that the school has notified its authorizer of its intent to apply for a continuation of PCSGP funds.
	
	




	
Part 3 – Narrative Section
	
Meets
	Does Not Meet

	13a. Describes the quality controls agreed to between the applicant and the authorized public chartering agency involved. Describe the 15 required elements under 47065(c)(5) contained in the charter petition and identify the page number of the charter petition on which they are located.
	
	

	13b. Identifies the page number of the charter petition on which the following requirements under EC Section 47605(e)(1) are located:
i. The charter school is nonsectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices, and all other operations
ii. The charter school shall not charge tuition
	
	

	13c. Describes additional quality controls contained in a Memorandum of Understanding or any additional contract or agreement with the charter authorizer.
	
	

	13d. Describes how a school's performance in the State's accountability system and impact on student achievement (which may include student academic growth) will be one of the most important factors for renewal or revocation of the school's charter.
	
	

	13e. Describes how the charter authorizer involved will reserve the right to revoke or not renew a school's charter based on financial, structural, or operational factors involving the management of the school.
	
	




	
Part 3 – Narrative Section
	
Meets
	Does Not Meet

	Replication and Expansion Applicants Only

	[bookmark: 14a._20_U.S.C._Section_7221i(8)(A)_–_Ide]14a. 20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(A) – Identify which criteria the replicating or expanding school meets:
1. Meet the “high performing” track for renewal based on EC Section 47607 criteria, as adopted by the Legislature in Assembly Bill 1505, or
2. Meet the “middle performing” track for renewal based on EC Section 47607.2 criteria and:
· [bookmark: 14b._20_U.S.C._Section_7221i(8)(B)_–_Pro]Meet or exceed the district in which the charter school is physically located on academic performance indicators for English language arts and math.
	
	

	14b. 20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(B) – Provide an assurance from the charter administrator on school letterhead that the charter school that the school has had has no significant issues in the areas of student safety, financial and operational management, or statutory or regulatory compliance in the past 3 years and that the school has provided CDE with all official communications from its authorizer (e.g. notices of concern, notices to cure, notices of violation, intent to revoke, etc).
	
	

	[bookmark: 14c._20_U.S.C._Section_7221i(8)(C-D)_–_P]14c. 20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(C-D) – Provide written description of how the charter school has met the following, with a link to the public posting of the school’s LCAP.
1. Evidence of increasing academic achievement for all students and each subgroup of students served by the charter school based on the charter school’s Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP), and
2. Evidence of increasing graduation rates, if applicable, for all students and each subgroup of students served by the charter school.
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