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Background
[bookmark: _Hlk60737671]The Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) is a subgrant program funded by the federal Charter Schools Program (CSP), authorized under Title IV, Part C of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) (20 United States Code [U.S.C.] 7221–7221j). The PCSGP is a discretionary grant program. California was awarded approximately $93.8 million in grant funds for 2024–29. States that are awarded these federal funds distribute them in subgrants to charter school developers, known as PCSGP Start-Up Subgrants in the state of California, to assist in the development and initial operations of newly established or conversion charter schools as well as to assist in the expansion and replication of high-quality charter schools.
The 2024 PCSGP Waiver Entry Request for Applications (RFA) is only available for subgrantees from California’s 2020 CSP grant with remaining time and funding available, meeting all of the requirements under this RFA and continuing to meet the federal definition of a “charter school” under ESEA Section 4310(2). In addition to peer review of all applications, the PCSGP office may conduct an eligibility review of applications and charter petitions to ensure compliance with all funding requirements, including ESEA 4310(2). Please note that it is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that the California Department of Education (CDE) has the most recently approved charter petition and renewal petition on file. See PCSGP Assurances for additional information related to eligibility requirements (e.g. PCSGP Assurances Items 13, 14, 15, 33, 36, 45, 46).
Please submit the application below to PCSGP@cde.ca.gov by January 13, 2025. Additional resources are available at the https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/pcsgp.asp. 
Funding Process
Funded applicants will be issued a 2024 Grant Award Notification (GAN) with funds remaining from the school’s previous 2020 subgrant award. The subaward type will remain unchanged throughout this award (Implementation, Replication, or Expansion). No schools will be eligible for a planning period. The subaward amount requested will be calculated based on the 2020 CSP award minus funding previously claimed through the school’s 2020 CSP subgrant. This may also include any intended award reductions as communicated to the charter school or additions for schools which have not yet received the Higher Subgrant Award, based on educationally disadvantaged students served. The subaward period will be calculated by using the maximum duration of 36 months. This duration will be reduced by the length of the school’s previously approved application under the 2020 CSP grant and the term already served. If you believe the charter school will not be able to use all of the remaining funds during this period, please let us know, and CDE will collaborate with the school to adjust the award accordingly. The combined value of the subgrant awards (2020 and 2024) will not exceed $2,000,000. 
Applicants must submit a new 2024 Work Plan, Budget Summary, and Budget Narrative. No applications will be funded that duplicate the scope or activities already funded under the 2020 subgrant award. Once the budget is approved, applicants will be able to submit claims, and the reimbursement procedures will be consistent with procedures set by California’s 2020 CSP. Appendix E: Fiscal Reporting Requirements.
Any questions pertaining to subaward notice, budgeting, or reimbursement claims can be addressed to PCSGP@cde.ca.gov.

Part 1 – Application Component Checklist
Table. Waiver RFA Required Components
	Waiver RFA Required Components
	Required in Application
	Initials

	Part 1 – Application Component Checklist
The charter school administrator must initial.
	Required
	[bookmark: Text1]     

	Part 2 – General Information
	Required
	     

	Part 3 – Narrative Response
	Required
	     

	Part 4 – Updated PCSGP Work Plan (Form 4)
	Required
	     

	Part 5 – Updated PCSGP Budget Summary and Narrative (Forms 6 and 7, Excel Workbook)
	Required
	     

	Part 6 – Subgrant Conditions and Assurances
The school’s administrator and president of the governing board must sign in blue ink or authenticated electronic signature.
	Required
	     

	Attachment A – Articles of Incorporation, per Part 3, Question 1B
	Required
	     

	Attachment B – Governing Board By-Laws, per Part 3, Question 1B
	Required
	     

	Attachment C – Copy or description of the contract for any CMO, EMO, or ESP identified in Part 3, Question 2B
	If applicable
	     

	Attachment D – Lottery Assurances, as needed for Part 3, Question 8B
Must be signed by the charter school administrator, on school letterhead.
	If applicable
	     

	Attachment E – Evidence of Notification of the Authorizer, per Part 3, Question 12
	Required
	     

	Attachment F – Material Revisions to the Charter Petition, if school has reported any have occurred since previous PCSGP application, per Part 2, Question 9.
	If applicable
	     

	Attachment G – High-Quality Assurances, as needed for Part 3, Question 14b
Must be signed by the charter school administrator, on school letterhead.
	Required for Replication and Expansion Applicants 
	     




Part 2 – General Information
1. Name of Charter School:      
2. [bookmark: _Hlk184312496]Name of Authorizer:      
3. Total Enrollment (as of October 2, 2024):      
4. Unduplicated Pupil Percentage (as of October 2, 2024):      
5. Subaward Type (Implementation, Replication, Expansion):      
6. Subaward Requested Amount (Remaining Funds as of September 30, 2024 plus any additional Higher Subgrant Award funding):      
7. Subaward Period (Remaining Time as of September 30, 2024):      
8. Subaward Expenditure Requested Start Date (October 1, 2024, to January 27, 2025):      
9. Date of Authorizer Board Action to Approve any Material Revision to the Charter Petition:      
10. Requested Reimbursement Cadence for 2024–25 (Monthly or Quarterly):      
11. Charter School Model (e.g., rural, etc.):      
Please ONLY update the information below (12 through 17) if the information has changed since the most recent update was made to CDE. If no updates are required, fields numbered 12 through 17 may be left blank.
12. Administrator Name:      
13. [bookmark: _Hlk184312789]Administrator Email Address:      
14. Administrator Phone Number:      
15. Governing Board President Name:      
16. Governing Board President Email Address:      
17. Governing Board President Phone Number:      
Part 3 – Narrative Response
Question 1. Autonomy and Flexibility
1A. Describe how the autonomy and flexibility granted to your charter school by the authorizer is consistent with the definition of a charter school in ESEA Section 4310(2) (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 1A “Autonomy from Authorizer”).
Provide one of the following responses:
[bookmark: Check1]|_| By checking this box, the applicant confirms that there are no changes to the plan reviewed and approved by external peer reviewers during a subgrant competition under California’s 2020 CSP grant and that the implementation of that plan will continue under the school's new subgrant, if awarded.
or
[bookmark: Text2]If the school’s plan for ensuring autonomy and flexibility has changed since submission of the school’s subgrant application under California’s 2020 CSP grant, explain:      
1B. Provide Articles of Incorporation and Governing Board By-Laws
Provide one of the following responses:
Provide a copy of the charter school’s Articles of Incorporation and Governing Board By-Laws. Identify the page numbers in each document that describe the process for selection and removal of governing board members.
[bookmark: Check12]|_| Articles of Incorporation (Include a copy with this application as Attachment A)
[bookmark: Text4]Page Numbers:      
and
[bookmark: Check13]|_| Board By-Laws (Include a copy with this application as Attachment B)
[bookmark: Text3]Page Numbers:      
Question 2. Management Organization
PCSGP subgrant awards are made to charter public schools, not any other entity. Regardless of the charter public school’s relationship with a management organization, the charter public school and board retain responsibility for all aspects of the subgrant including, but not limited to application submission, budget decisions, and repayment of any misspent funds. Items purchased by the school with CSP funds are and remain the property of the school, not the management organization.  Subgrant applications and budgets may not include any management fees that the school incurs as part of the management contract but may pay for allowable activities carried out by the school or the management organization. 
Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 47604, a charter school shall not operate as, or be operated by, a for-profit corporation, a for-profit education management organization (EMO), or a for-profit charter management organization (CMO). Operate as, or be operated by, means services provided by a for-profit corporation to a charter school that include:
a. Nominating, appointing, or removing board members or officers of the charter school.
b. Employing, supervising, or dismissing employees of the charter school, including certificated and noncertificated school personnel.
c. Managing the charter school’s day-to-day operations as its administrative manager.
d. Approving, denying, or managing the budget or any expenditures of the charter school that are not authorized by the governing body of the charter school.
e. Providing services to a charter school before the governing body of the charter school has approved the contract for those services at a publicly noticed meeting.
Any applicant which does not meet the requirements above will not be eligible for funding. As a general matter, subgrantees must avoid apparent and actual conflicts of interest when administering grants. 
Schools choosing to engage a nonprofit educational service provider (ESP) or EMO or CMO must demonstrate that they and their governing boards are independent of the provider, and that all fees and agreements are fair and reasonable. The ESP, EMO or CMO does not qualify as an eligible applicant, nor may it hold or manage a subgrant awarded to a school. Schools must exercise special care to ensure that a direct representative of the applicant school, independent of the ESP, EMO or CMO, is identified to administer the grant, as required per 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 74.40-48, 75.524-525, and 80.36. Contracts between schools and ESPs will be subject to review as part of the application and eligibility processes per ESEA Section 4303 (f)(1)(C)(i)(I).
2A. Describe the level of autonomy your charter school has from the CMO or non-profit operating multiple schools under one governing board (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 1B “Autonomy from CMO or non-profit operating multiple schools under one governing board”)
Provide one of the following responses:
[bookmark: Check2]|_| By checking this box, the applicant confirms that the school did not include Rubric Item 1B in its original PCSGP application because:
1. The applicant school is not affiliated with a CMO, and
2. The applicant school is the only school managed by the non-profit organization
or
[bookmark: Check3]|_| By checking this box, the applicant confirms that there are no changes to the autonomy from the CMO or non-profit description reviewed and approved by external peer reviewers during a subgrant competition under California’s 2020 CSP grant and that the implementation of that plan will continue under the school's new subgrant, if awarded.
or
[bookmark: Text5]If the autonomy from the CMO or non-profit varies since submission of the school’s subgrant application under California’s 2020 CSP grant, explain:      
2B. Describe Management Organization Affiliations
Provide all applicable responses.
2Bi. Does the charter school work with a CMO, EMO, or ESP? Mark all applicable statements below:
[bookmark: Check4]|_| Yes, CMO(s)
[bookmark: Check5]|_| Yes, EMO(s)
[bookmark: Check6]|_| Yes, ESP(s)
[bookmark: Check7]|_| No
2Bii. If the charter school works with CMOs, EMOs, or ESPs, identify each entity’s:
[bookmark: _Hlk184313210][bookmark: Text6]Legal name:      
[bookmark: Text7]Employer Identification Number (EIN):      
[bookmark: Text8]Addresses of all offices:      
[bookmark: _Hlk184313275][bookmark: Text9]Status of the entity as non-profit or for-profit:      
2Biii. Provide a copy or description of any contract executed for each CMO, EMO, or ESP identified above including the name and contact information; the cost (i.e., fixed costs and estimates of any ongoing costs or fees), including the amount of PCSGP funds proposed to be used toward such cost, and the percentage such cost represents of the school’s overall funding; the duration of the contract; roles and responsibilities of the management organization; and steps the applicant will take to ensure that it pays fair market value for any services or other items purchased or leased from the management organization, makes all programmatic decisions, maintains control over all PCSGP funds, and directly administers or supervises the administration of the grant in accordance with 34 CFR 75.701. (Include a copy or description of each contract with this application as Attachment C)
2C. Management Organizations – Business or Financial Relationships
Required for applicants who responded “Yes” to working with any CMO, EMO, or ESP in Question 2Bi.
Describe any business or financial relationship between the charter school developer/founding group and the management organization, including payments, contract terms, and any property owned, operated, or controlled by the management organization or related individuals or entities that will be used by the charter school.
[bookmark: Text10]     
2D. Management Organizations – Conflicts of Interest
Required for applicants who responded “Yes” to working with any CMO, EMO, or ESP in Question 2Bi.
Provide the name and contact information for each member of the governing board of the charter school and a list of the management organization’s officers, chief administrator, or other administrators, and any staff involved in approving or executing the management contract; and a description of any actual or perceived conflicts of interest, including financial interests, and how the applicant will resolve any actual or perceived conflicts of interest to ensure compliance with 2 CFR 200.318(c).
[bookmark: Text11]     
2E. Management Organizations – Governance Autonomy
Required for applicants who responded “Yes” to working with any CMO, EMO, or ESP in Question 2Bi.
Describe how the applicant will ensure that members of the governing board of the charter school are not selected, removed, controlled, or employed by the management organization and that the charter school’s legal, accounting, and auditing services will be procured independently from the management organization.
[bookmark: Text12]     

2F. Student Records
[bookmark: _Hlk147827922]Describe the steps the applicant will take to ensure that it maintains control over all student records and has a process in place to provide those records to another public school or school district in a timely manner upon the transfer of a student from the charter school to another public school, including due to closure of the charter school, in accordance with section 4308 of the ESEA (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 3D “Student Record Retention and Transfer Process”).
Provide one of the following responses.
[bookmark: Check8]|_| By checking this box, the applicant confirms that there are no changes to the plan reviewed and approved by external peer reviewers during a subgrant competition under California’s 2020 CSP grant and that the implementation of that plan will continue under the school's new subgrant, if awarded.
or
[bookmark: Text13]If the student record retention and transfer process varies from the previously-approved plan, explain:      
Question 3. Fiscal Sustainability
Describe how your charter school will maintain financial sustainability after the end of the subgrant period (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 1I “Capacity Building”).
Provide one of the following responses.
[bookmark: Check9][bookmark: _Hlk147827185]|_| By checking this box, the applicant confirms that there are no changes to the plan reviewed and approved by external peer reviewers during a subgrant competition under California’s 2020 CSP grant and that the implementation of that plan will continue under the school's new subgrant, if awarded.
or
[bookmark: Text14]If the financial sustainability plan varies since submission of the school’s subgrant application under California’s 2020 CSP grant, explain:      
Question 4. Conditions of Learning
Required for all applicants.
Describe how the charter school will meet the educational needs of its students, including “children with disabilities” and English learners:      
Question 5. Input from Parents and Community
Describe how the eligible applicant will solicit and consider input from parents and other members of the community on the implementation and operation of each charter school that will receive funds under the SE’s program. (2020 RFA – Rubric Item 5A “Parent and Community Involvement”)
Provide one of the following responses.
[bookmark: Check10]|_| By checking this box, the applicant confirms that there are no changes to the plan reviewed and approved by external peer reviewers during a subgrant competition under California’s 2020 CSP grant and that the implementation of that plan will continue under the school's new subgrant, if awarded.
or
[bookmark: Text16]If the parent and community involvement plan will vary since submission of the school’s subgrant application under California’s 2020 CSP grant, explain:      
Question 6. Effective Engagement Strategies
Required for all applicants.
Describe how the charter school will support the use of effective parent, family, and community engagement strategies to operate each charter school that will receive funding:      
Question 7. Student Discipline 
Required for all applicants.
Describe the school’s student discipline practices:      
Question 8. Lottery and Waitlist Policies and Procedures
PCSGP subgrantees must meet all requirements of the federal definition of a “charter school” including ESEA 4310(2) that the charter school is a school to which parents choose to send their children, and that—
(i) Admits students on the basis of a lottery, consistent with section 4303(c)(3)(A) of the ESEA, if more students apply for admission than can be accommodated; or (ii) In the case of a school that has an affiliated charter school (such as a school that is part of the same network of schools), automatically enrolls students who are enrolled in the immediate prior grade level of the affiliated charter school and, for any additional student openings or student openings created through regular attrition in student enrollment in the affiliated charter school and the enrolling school, admits students on the basis of a lottery as described in paragraph (i).
8A. Recruitment, Enrollment, Admissions, and Waitlist Practices
Required for all applicants.
Describe the charter school’s lottery and waitlist policy and procedures to ensure compliance with state and federal law, including:
a. Recruitment practices:      
b. Enrollment practices:      
c. Admissions practices, including lottery preferences and projected timeline for conducting a lottery:      
d. Waitlist practices, including how and when students are offered seats if they become available:      
8B. Enrollment Preferences or Lottery Exemption Assurances
CSP Nonregulatory Guidance (January 2014) allows for the following categories of enrollment preferences or lottery exemptions:
1. Students who are enrolled in a public school at the time it is converted into a public charter school;
2. Students who are eligible to attend, and are living in the attendance area of, a public school at the time it is converted into a public charter school;
3. Siblings of students already admitted to or attending the same charter school; 
4. Children of a charter school's founders, teachers, and staff (so long as the total number of students allowed under this exemption constitutes only a small percentage of the school's total enrollment); or
5. Children of employees in a work-site charter school, (so long as the total number of students allowed under this exemption constitutes only a small percentage of the school's total enrollment). 
ESEA 4310(2)(H)(ii) additionally allows for the following enrollment preference or lottery exemption:
1. Students who are enrolled in the immediate prior grade level of the affiliated charter school (such as a school that is part of the same charter school network).

California state law allows the following enrollment preferences or lottery exemptions: 
1. Locally and State Board of Education authorized charter schools must comply with EC Section 47605(e)(2)(B) which states that “preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the school district.” 
2. Charter schools authorized as a countywide benefit charter must comply with EC 47605.6(e)(2)(B) which states that “preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the county.”

Per CSP Nonregulatory Guidance (January 2014), “Weighted lotteries (i.e., lotteries that give additional weight to individual students who are identified as part of a specified set of students, but do not reserve or set aside seats for individual students or sets of students) are permitted only in certain circumstances.” Under this RFA, PCSGP subgrantees may not implement weighted lottery categories without prior approval by the U.S. Department of Education.
Provide one of the following responses.
[bookmark: Check11]|_| By checking this box, the applicant confirms that the school’s authorizer-approved enrollment preference, lottery exemption, and weighted lottery categories only include the categories described above in compliance with CSP Nonregulatory Guidance (January 2014), ESEA 4310(2)(H)(ii), or EC section 47605(e)(2)(B) or 47605.6(a)(2)(B).
or
Lottery Assurances (Include a copy or description of each contract with this application as Attachment D): If the school’s authorizer-approved enrollment preferences, lottery exemptions, or weighted lottery include categories which are not included above, provide the following assurance and information on the charter school’s letterhead, signed by the charter school administrator:
[bookmark: Text20]      [Name of charter school] will implement only enrollment preference, lottery exemption, and weighted lottery categories that are compliant with CSP Nonregulatory Guidance (January 2014), ESEA 4310(2)(H)(ii), and EC section 47605(e)(2)(B) or 47605.6(a)(2)(B) for the term of the PCSGP subgrant.
[bookmark: Text21]The school proposes the following timeline and/or schedule for its 2024−25 lottery:      
Question 9. Needs Analysis
Describe how the proposed project would serve the interests and meet the needs of students and families in the communities the charter school intends to serve.  The needs analysis, which may consist of information and documents previously submitted to an authorized public chartering agency to address need, must include, but is not necessarily limited to, the following:
Required for all applicants.
[bookmark: Text22]9A. Describe the local community support, including information that demonstrates interest in, and need for, the charter school; benefits to the community; and other evidence of demand for the charter school that demonstrates a strong likelihood the charter school will achieve and maintain its enrollment projections.  Such information may include information on waiting lists for the proposed charter school or existing charter schools or traditional public schools; data on access to seats in high-quality public schools in the districts from which the charter school expects to draw students; and family interest in specialized instructional approaches proposed to be implemented at the charter school:      
[bookmark: Text23]9B. Provide information on the proposed charter school’s projected student enrollment, and evidence to support the projected enrollment based on the needs analysis and other relevant data and factors, such as the methodology and calculations used:      
9C. An analysis of the proposed charter school’s projected student demographics and a description of the demographics of students attending public schools in the local community in which the charter school would be located and the school districts from which the students are, or would be, drawn to attend the charter school; a description of how the applicant plans to establish and maintain a racially and socio-economically diverse student body, including proposed strategies (that are consistent with applicable legal requirements) to recruit, admit, enroll, and retain a diverse student body. An applicant that is unlikely to establish and maintain a racially and socio-economically diverse student body at the proposed charter school because the charter school would be located in a racially or socio-economically segregated or isolated community, or due to the charter school’s specific education mission, must describe:
[bookmark: Text24]9Ci. Why it is unlikely to be able to establish and maintain a racially and socio-economically diverse student body at the proposed charter school:      
[bookmark: Text25]9Cii. How the anticipated racial and socio-economic makeup of the student body would promote the purposes of the CSP to provide high-quality educational opportunities to all students, which may include a specialized educational program or mission:      
[bookmark: Text26]9Ciii.  The anticipated impact of the proposed charter school on the racial and socio-economic diversity of the public schools and school districts from which students would be drawn to attend the charter school:      
9D. A robust family and community engagement plan designed to ensure the active participation of families and the community that includes the following:
[bookmark: Text28]9Di. How families and the community were, are, or will be engaged in determining the vision and design for the charter school, including specific examples of how families’ and the community’s input was, is, or is expected to be incorporated into the vision and design for the charter school:      
[bookmark: Text29]9Dii. How the charter school will meaningfully engage with both families and the community to create strong and ongoing partnerships:      
[bookmark: Text30]9Diii. How the charter school will foster a collaborative culture that involves the families of all students, including underserved students, in ensuring their ongoing input in school decision-making:      
[bookmark: Text31]9Div. How the charter school’s recruitment, admissions, enrollment, and retention processes will engage and accommodate families from various backgrounds, including English learners, students with disabilities, and students of color, including by holding enrollment and recruitment events on weekends or during non-standard work hours, making interpreters available, and providing enrollment and recruitment information in widely accessible formats (e.g., hard copy and online in multiple languages; as appropriate, large print or braille for visually-impaired individuals) through widely available and transparent means (e.g., online and at community locations):      
[bookmark: Text32]9Dv. How the charter school has engaged or will engage families and the community to develop an instructional model to best serve the targeted student population and their families, including students with disabilities and English learners:      
[bookmark: Text33]9E. How the plans for the operation of the charter school will support and reflect the needs of students and families in the community, including consideration of district or community assets and how the school’s location, or anticipated location if a facility has not been secured, will facilitate access for the targeted student population (e.g., access to public transportation or other transportation options, the demographics of neighborhoods within walking distance of the school, and transportation plans and costs for students who are not able to walk or use public transportation to access the school):      
9F. A description of the steps the applicant has taken or will take to ensure that the proposed charter school:
(1) would not hamper, delay, or negatively affect any desegregation efforts in the community in which the charter school would be located and the public school districts from which students are, or would be, drawn to attend the charter school, including efforts to comply with a court order, statutory obligation, or voluntary efforts to create and maintain desegregated public schools; and 
(2) to ensure that the proposed charter school would not otherwise increase racial or socio-economic segregation or isolation in the schools from which the students are, or would be, drawn to attend the charter school.
[bookmark: Text27]     
Question 10. Closure Plans and Procedures
Required for all applicants.
[bookmark: _Hlk184314117][bookmark: Text34]Describe clear plans and procedures to provide student records to another public school or school district in a timeline manner and to help students enrolled in the charter school to attend other high-quality schools, in the event that the applicant school closes or loses its charter:      
Question 11. Transportation Plans
Required for all applicants.
[bookmark: Text35]Describe the steps that the applicant has taken to consider and plan for the transportation needs of all students:      
Question 12. Notification to the Authorizer
Required for all applicants.
Indicate the date and specify person at its charter authorizer the charter school notified of its intent to apply for a continuation of PCSGP funds (Include a copy of this notification with this application as Attachment E).
[bookmark: Text43]Date Charter Authorizer Contacted:      
[bookmark: Text44]Name of Person at Charter Authorizer Contacted:      
Question 13. Quality Controls
Each applicant must describe the quality controls agreed to between the applicant and the authorized public chartering agency involved, such as a contract or performance agreement, how a school's performance in the State's accountability system and impact on student achievement (which may include student academic growth) will be one of the most important factors for renewal or revocation of the school's charter, and how the SE and the authorized public chartering agency involved will reserve the right to revoke or not renew a school's charter based on financial, structural, or operational factors involving the management of the school.
Required for all applicants.
13A. Describe the quality controls agreed to between the applicant and the authorized public chartering agency involved. Describe the 15 required elements under 47605(c)(5) contained in the charter petition and identify the page number of the charter petition on which they are located:      

13B. Identify the page number of the charter petition on which the following requirements under EC Section 47605(e)(1) are located:
13Bi. The charter school is nonsectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices, and all other operations:      
13Bii. The charter school shall not charge tuition:      

13C. Describe additional quality controls contained in a Memorandum of Understanding or any additional contract or agreement with the charter authorizer:      

13D. Describe how a school's performance in the State's accountability system and impact on student achievement (which may include student academic growth) will be one of the most important factors for renewal or revocation of the school's charter:      
13E. Describe how the charter authorizer involved will reserve the right to revoke or not renew a school's charter based on financial, structural, or operational factors involving the management of the school:      
Question 14. High-Quality Criteria – Replication and Expansion Applicants Only
Required for all Replication and Expansion applicants.
Each Replication or Expansion applicant must describe how they have met the following high-quality criteria and provide any applicable supporting documentation. Federal grant funds can be used for the operation of new charter schools and to replicate and expand existing high-quality charter schools as defined in 20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(A) through (D). For the purposes of the grant application, the CDE defines “high-quality” criteria, which aligns with federal CSP requirements, as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk158722645]20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(A)
· [bookmark: _Hlk148601014]For existing charter schools applying for subgrants to replicate or expand, the CDE has defined “strong academic results” as those schools that:
· Meet the “high performing” track for renewal based on EC Section 47607 criteria, as adopted by the Legislature in Assembly Bill 1505, or
· Meet the “middle performing” track for renewal based on EC Section 47607.2 criteria and:
· Meet or exceed the district in which the charter school is physically located on academic performance indicators for English language arts and math.
[bookmark: _Hlk158722733]20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(B)
· The charter school has no significant issues in the areas of student safety, financial and operational management, or statutory or regulatory compliance.
20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(C-D)
· Evidence of increasing academic achievement for all students and each subgroup of students served by the charter school based on the charter school’s Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP), and 
· Evidence of increasing graduation rates, if applicable, for all students and each subgroup of students served by the charter school.
All applicants for Replication and Expansion subgrants must meet the high-quality criteria in order to be awarded funds. All charter management organizations or non-profit organizations with authority over more than one charter school are only eligible to apply for Replication or Expansion subgrants and must meet the high-quality criteria for the charter school being replicated or expanded.
14a. 20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(A) – Identify which criteria the replicating or expanding school meets:
1. Meet the “high performing” track for renewal based on EC Section 47607 criteria, as adopted by the Legislature in Assembly Bill 1505, or
2. Meet the “middle performing” track for renewal based on EC Section 47607.2 criteria and:
· Meet or exceed the district in which the charter school is physically located on academic performance indicators for English language arts and math.
     
14b. 20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(B) – Provide an assurance from the charter administrator on school letterhead that the charter school that the school has had has no significant issues in the areas of student safety, financial and operational management, or statutory or regulatory compliance in the past 3 years and that the school has provided CDE with all official communications from its authorizer (e.g. notices of concern, notices to cure, notices of violation, intent to revoke, etc). 	     
14c. 20 U.S.C. Section 7221i(8)(C-D) – Provide written description of how the charter school has met the following, with a link to the public posting of the school’s LCAP.
1. Evidence of increasing academic achievement for all students and each subgroup of students served by the charter school based on the charter school’s Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP), and
2. Evidence of increasing graduation rates, if applicable, for all students and each subgroup of students served by the charter school.
     
Part 4 – Updated PCSGP Work Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk180760442]Provide an updated Work Plan (Form 4) that includes activities that remain to be completed. The 2024 Waiver application may not duplicate the scope or activities already funded under the 2020 subgrant award. Any activities included in the Work Plan which are proposed for PCSGP funding must meet all requirements of https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/pcsgpuseoffunds.asp. Activities may be proposed for the Implementation period only, no Planning period activities (e.g. expenditures for the hiring and compensating of staff) may be included under this RFA.

Part 5 – Updated PCSGP Budget Summary and Narrative
Provide an updated Budget Summary (Form 6) and Budget Narrative (Form 7) that includes an explanation for each proposed expenditure including the justification and description of each activity during the Implementation period (no Planning period may be included). The 2024 Waiver application may not duplicate the scope or activities already funded under the 2020 subgrant award. Waiver RFA applicants may provide a budget, with proposed annual obligations, based on the funding and time remaining from the 2020 subgrant award. A PCSGP subgrantee must have an approved budget on file prior to any expenditure reimbursement. Waiver RFA applicants may request expenditure reimbursements on a monthly or quarterly basis. Additional information related to accessing PCSGP funds is provided in Appendix E: Fiscal Reporting Requirements.

· Additional information about allowable costs can be found on the https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/pcsgpuseoffunds.asp. 
· Additional information related to federal grant management requirements are included in Appendix A: Procurement, Appendix B: Equipment and Supplies Standards, and Appendix C: Financial Management Standards.
Part 6 – Subgrant Conditions and Assurances
CDE General Assurances
1. Programs and services are and will be in compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the California Fair Employment Practices Act, Government Code Section11135; and Chapter 1, Subchapter 4 (commencing with Section 30) of Division I of Title 5, California Code of Regulations (5 CCR).
2. Programs and services are and will be in compliance with Title IX (nondiscrimination on the basis of sex) of the Education Amendments of 1972. Each program or activity conducted by the local educational agency (LEA) will be conducted in compliance with the provisions of Chapter 2, (commencing with Section 200), Prohibition of Discrimination on the Basis of Sex, of Part 1 of Division 1 of Title I of the California Education Code (EC), as well as all other applicable provisions of state law prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex.
3. Programs and services are and will be in compliance with the affirmative action provisions of the Education Amendments of 1972.
4. Programs and services are and will be in compliance with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975.
5. Programs and services for individuals with disabilities are in compliance with the disability laws. (Public Law [PL] 105-17; 34 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 300, 303; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973)
6. When federal funds are made available, they will be used to supplement the amount of state and local funds that would, in the absence of such federal funds, be made available for the uses specified in the state plan, and in no case supplant such state or local funds. (20 United States Code [USC] Section 6321; PL 114-95, Section 1118[b][1])
7. All state and federal statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications appropriate to each program under which federal or state funds are made available through this application will be met by the applicant agency in its administration of each program.
8. Schoolsite councils have developed and approved a School Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) for schools participating in programs funded through the consolidated application process, and any other school program they choose to include, and that school plans were developed with the review, certification, and advice of any applicable school advisory committees. (EC Section 64001)
9. LEAs using their own school planning template in place of the SPSA have ensured that the content meets the statutory requirements of schoolwide programs and school improvement (comprehensive support and improvement, targeted support and improvement, and additional targeted support and improvement) under the Every Student Succeeds Act, as applicable. (EC Section 64001; 20 USC Section 6311; PL 114-95, Section 1111[d][1][2])
10. The LEA will use fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that will ensure proper disbursement for state and federal funds paid to that agency under each program. (5 CCR, Section 4202)
11. The LEA will make reports to the state agency or board and to the Secretary of Education as may reasonably be necessary to enable the state agency or board and the Secretary to perform their duties and will maintain such records and provide access to those records as the state agency or board or the Secretary deems necessary. Such records will include, but will not be limited to, records which fully disclose the amount and disposition by the recipient of those funds, the total cost of the activity for which the funds are used, the share of that cost provided from other sources, and such other records as will facilitate an effective audit. The recipient shall maintain such records for three years after the completion of the activities for which the funds are used. (34 CFR 76.722, 76.730, 76.731, 76.760; 2 CFR 200.333)
12. The local governing board has adopted written procedures to ensure prompt response to complaints within 60 calendar days, and has disseminated these procedures to students, employees, parents or guardians, district/school advisory committees, appropriate private school officials or representatives, and other interested parties. (5 CCR, Section 4600 et seq.)
13. The LEA declares that it neither uses nor will use federal funds for lobbying activities and hereby complies with the certification requirements of 34 CFR Part 82.
14. The LEA has complied with the certification requirements under 34 CFR Part 84 regarding debarment, suspension and other requirements for a drug-free workplace. (34 CFR Part 84)
15. The LEA will provide the certification on constitutionally protected prayer. (20 USC Section 7904; PL 114-95, Section 8524[b])
16. The control of funds provided under each such program and title to property acquired with program funds will be in a public agency, an eligible private agency, institution, or organization, or an Indian tribe, if the law authorizing the program provides for assistance to those entities; and (B) the public agency, eligible private agency, institution, or organization, or Indian tribe will administer those funds and property to the extent required by the authorizing law. (20 USC Section 7844; PL 114-95, Section 8304[a][2][A-B])
17. The LEA administers all funds and property related to programs funded for equitable services provided to students attending private schools. (20 USC Section 6320; PL 114-95, Section 1117[d][1])
18. The LEA will adopt and use proper methods of administering each program including enforcement of any obligations imposed by law on agencies responsible for carrying out programs and correction of deficiencies in program operations identified through audits, monitoring or evaluation. (20 USC Section 7846; PL 114-95, Section 8306[a][3][A-B])
19. The LEA will participate in the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress. (EC Section 60640, et seq.)
20. The LEA assures that classroom teachers who are being assisted by instructional assistants retain their responsibility for the instruction and supervision of the students in their charge. (EC Section 45344[a])
21. The LEA governing board has adopted a policy on parent involvement that is consistent with the purposes and goals of EC Section 11502. These include all of the following: (a) to engage parents positively in their children's education by helping parents to develop skills to use at home that support their children's academic efforts at school and their children's development as responsible future members of our society; (b) to inform parents that they can directly affect the success of their children's learning, by providing parents with techniques and strategies that they may utilize to improve their children's academic success and to assist their children in learning at home; (c) to build consistent and effective communication between the home and the school so that parents may know when and how to assist their children in support of classroom learning activities; (d) to train teachers and administrators to communicate effectively with parents; and (e) to integrate parent involvement programs, including compliance with this chapter, into the school's master plan for academic accountability. (EC sections 11502, 11504)
22. Results of an annual evaluation demonstrate that the LEA and each participating school are implementing Consolidated Programs that are not of low effectiveness, under criteria established by the local governing board. (5 CCR Section 3942)
23. The program using consolidated programs funds does not isolate or segregate students on the basis of race, ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation or socioeconomic status. (United States Constitution, Fourteenth Amendment; California Constitution, Article 1, Section 7; California Government Code sections11135-11138; 42 USC Section 2000d; 5 CCR, Section 3934)
24. Personnel, contracts, materials, supplies, and equipment purchased with Consolidated Program funds supplement the basic education program. (EC Section 62002; 5 CCR, sections 3944, 3946)
25. At least 85 percent of the funds for School Improvement Programs, Title I, Title VI and Economic Impact Aid (State Compensatory Education and programs for English learners) are spent for direct services to students. One hundred percent of Miller-Unruh apportionments are spent for the salary of specialist reading teachers. (EC Section 63001; 5 CCR, Section 3944[a][b])
26. State and federal categorical funds will be allocated to continuation schools in the same manner as to comprehensive schools, to the maximum extent permitted by state and federal laws and regulations. (EC Section 48438)
27. Programs and services are and will be in compliance with Section 8355 of the California Government Code and the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988, and implemented at CFR Part 84, Subpart F, for grantees, as defined at 34 CFR Part 84, Sections 84.105 and 84.110.
28. Federal grant recipients, sub recipients and their grant personnel are prohibited from text messaging while driving a government owned vehicle, or while driving their own privately owned vehicle during official grant business, or from using government supplied electronic equipment to text message or email when driving. Recipients must comply with these conditions under Executive Order 13513, "Federal Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging while Driving," October 1, 2009.
29. The Federal grant sub recipient has complied with the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act, as defined in 2 CFR Part 25 (PL 109-282; PL 110-252) regarding the establishment of a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number and maintaining a current/active registration in the https://www.sam.gov/SAM/[image: ].
30. Tribal consultation is required for all Title programs covered by ESSA (ESEA section 1111[a][1][A]) when an LEA have received a Title VI Indian Education formula grant in the previous fiscal year that exceeds $40,000, or have 50 percent or more (using enrollment from the previous year) of its student enrollment made up of American Indian/American Native (AI/AN) students. The total AI/AN enrollment data would include those students who self-identify as AI/AN alone and AI/AN in combination with one or more races, regardless of Hispanic ethnicity. A list of LEAs required to conduct tribal consultation can be found on the https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ai/tc/. Each affected LEA shall maintain in the agency’s records and provide to the state educational agency a written affirmation signed by the appropriate officials of the participating tribes—or tribal organizations approved by the tribes—that the consultation required by this section has occurred. (20 USC Section 7918; PL 114-95, Section 8538)
[bookmark: _Toc507593879]PCSGP Specific Assurances
As a condition of the receipt of funds under this subgrant program, the applicant agrees to comply with the following subgrant Conditions and Assurances. The signatures of the authorized agents on the front of the application indicate acknowledgement and agreement to all assurances. The applicant is required to print and retain a copy of these specific assurances at the charter school site and to submit a signed copy to the CDE as part of the application packet.
Expenditures and Reporting
1. The Charter School Program (CSP) State Entities program is authorized under Title IV, Part C of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) (20 U.S.C. 7221–7221j and administered under the Education Department General Administrative Regulation (EDGAR) as it relates to 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 75–81 and 2 CFR Parts 200 and 3485. Expenditures shall comply with all applicable provisions of federal and state regulations and policies relating to the administration, use and accounting for public school funds. Any interpretations of law, regulations, and procedures shall be the sole responsibility of the CDE.
2. The CDE reserves the authority to require the repayment of received funds, the return of all unused funds, and/or the termination of the grant if the grant recipient fails to meet the terms of this agreement, fails to meet established deadlines, fails to act in good faith to carry out the activities described in the grant proposal or fails to correctly identify the school’s operational model.
3. The charter school or charter developer agrees to use the funding in a manner consistent with their applications as submitted, or as revised and approved by the CDE.
4. The subgrant recipient agrees to fulfill the performance measures specific to its grant type and submit timely financial reports, status reports, and all other required reports. Failure to do so could result in the forfeiture of the grant and repayment of funds.
5. The subgrant recipient agrees to cooperate with the Federal Department of Education, the CDE, the State Board of Education, and their independent contractors, if any, in the administration of this grant, and to conduct any external evaluation of the effectiveness of the grant process.
6. The charter school agrees to maintain fiscal procedures to minimize the time elapsing between the transfer of the funds from the CDE and disbursement.
Charter School Information and Data
7. The subgrant recipient agrees to complete all data reporting requests to the CDE for school-level data including, but not limited to, the following:
a) CALPADS Charter School 20-Day Enrollment Reports
b) CALPADS Census Day Enrollment Reports
c) Annual School Accountability Report Card (SARC), and evidence of posting to the school website
d) Internal assessment benchmark data reports, in lieu of Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium data results. 
8. The subgrant recipient agrees to use the charter school name in all communications with CDE.
9. The subgrant recipient agrees to respond to any additional surveys or other methods of data collection that may be required for the full subgrant period.
10. The subgrant recipient agrees to provide CDE with a copy of any letter of violation, concern, or revocation the charter school receives from its authorizer within ten calendar days of receipt. 
11. The subgrant recipient agrees to cooperate with the United States Department of Education and CDE in evaluating this subgrant program.
12. The subgrant recipient must annually provide information required to determine if the charter school is making satisfactory progress toward achieving the objectives of the charter school. 
13. The applicant must notify in writing the charter authorizer of the school’s intent to apply for PCSGP funding prior to submitting its application.
Federal and State Regulations
14. In order to continue to qualify for funds under the CSP, a charter school must meet the federal definition of a charter school under the ESEA 4310(2) throughout the term of the subgrant, which includes continuing to be a public school that:
(a) In accordance with a specific State statute authorizing the granting of charters to schools, is exempt from significant State or local rules that inhibit the flexible operation and management of public schools, but not from any rules relating to the other requirements of this paragraph;
(b) Is created by a developer as a public school, or is adapted by a developer from an existing public school, and is operated under public supervision and direction;
(c) Operates in pursuit of a specific set of educational objectives determined by the school’s developer and agreed to by the authorized public chartering agency;
(d) Provides a program of elementary or secondary education, or both;
(e) Is nonsectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices, and all other operations, and is not affiliated with a sectarian school or religious institution;
(f) Does not charge tuition;
(g) Complies with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), Section 444 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) (20 U.S.C. 1232g; commonly referred to as the ‘‘Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974’’), and part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA);
(h) Is a school to which parents choose to send their children, and that—
(1) Admits students on the basis of a lottery, consistent with ESEA 
Section 4303(c)(3)(A) if more students apply for admission than can be accommodated; or
(2) In the case of a school that has an affiliated charter school (such as a school that is part of the same network of schools), automatically enrolls students who are enrolled in the immediate prior grade level of the affiliated charter school and, for any additional student openings or student openings created through regular attrition in student enrollment in the affiliated charter school and the enrolling school, admits students on the basis of a lottery as described in clause (i);
(i) Agrees to comply with the same Federal and State audit requirements as do other elementary schools and secondary schools in the State, unless such State audit requirements are waived by the State;
(j) Meets all applicable Federal, State, and local health and safety requirements;
(k) Operates in accordance with State law;
(l) Has a written performance contract with the authorized public chartering agency in the State that includes a description of how student performance will be measured in charter schools pursuant to State assessments that are required of other schools and pursuant to any other assessments mutually agreeable to the authorized public chartering agency and the charter school; and
(m) May serve students in early childhood education programs or postsecondary students (ESEA Section 4310[2]).
15. Charter schools under, or part of, a CMO or non-profit entity currently awarded, or subsequently awarded, a federal CSP grant from the ED will not be eligible to apply for California PCSGP Start-Up Subgrant funding. If a charter school is awarded a PCSGP Start-Up Subgrant from California and their CMO is awarded a CSP grant from the ED, including CMO or Developer grants, during the active subgrant award term from California, payments dispersed to date must be paid back to California and the PCSGP Start-Up Subgrant will be terminated.
16. The subgrant recipient agrees that all audits of financial statements will be conducted in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and with policies, procedures, and guidelines established by the EDGAR, Single Audit Act Amendments, and OMB Circular A-133. Pursuant to EC Section 47605(m) the subgrant recipient will transmit a copy of its annual, independent financial audit by December 15 to its authorizing agency, the State Controller’s Office, the Department of Education, and the county superintendent of schools of the county in which the school is sited, unless the authorized by the county. EC Section 47604.32(a)(3-4) requires authorizers to ensure that charter schools comply with all required reports and to monitor the fiscal condition of each charter school under their authority.
17. The applicant acknowledges that Federal regulations require subgrant recipients to establish written standards pursuant to employee conflicts of interest in awarding contracts, and written standards for resolution of any protests or disputes that arise from procurements. Regulations also provide numerous requirements in the procurement process, specifically designed to ensure proper use of public funds in an open and freely competitive environment. Information on these regulations can be found in Appendix C. The applicant understands that procurements that are not negotiated in accordance with federal regulations will be disallowed.
18. The non-Federal entity or applicant for a Federal award agrees to disclose in a timely manner, and in writing to the CDE, any and all violations of Federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the Federal award. Failure to make required disclosures can result in any of the remedies described in Remedies for Noncompliance 2 CFR 200.338.
19. The subgrant recipient agrees to maintain the following documents at their business office(s):
1. Organizational charts, signed articles of incorporation, signed bylaws, and any other organizational and governance documents of the agency.
2. A copy of the Request for Applications (RFA) under which they are applying, a copy of their signed completed application, the general assurances and certifications, as well as any other relevant materials referred to within this RFA. This information is subject to review and verification by CDE staff.
20. The subgrant recipient acknowledges that all staff must have cleared applicable health screenings (e.g., negative for tuberculosis) and have been cleared under a Department of Justice criminal background and fingerprinting check. This information is subject to review and verification by CDE staff. 
21. The subgrant recipient acknowledges that they must participate annually in all testing programs required by state law.
22. The subgrant recipient agrees that the charter school is, and will continue to remain, in compliance with all applicable state and federal laws and regulations including, but not limited to, the following:
1. California Education Code (EC) Section 47605 (d)(1) Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to pupils in non-charter public schools; (2) Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational programs.
2. EC Section 47605 (e)(1) In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of that pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school; 
3. EC Section 47605 (e)(2)
I. A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the charter school;
II. If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in accordance with all of the following:
i. Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority at a public hearing.
ii. Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California Constitution, and Section 200.
iii. Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation.
iv. In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued enrollment;
III. In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding enrollment to meet pupil demand; 
23. EC Section 47605 (e)(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies only to pupils who are subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 48200.
24. EC Section 47605(e)(4)
(A) A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2);
(B) A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before enrollment; 
(C) A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c); 
(D) The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 
i. When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment;
ii. Before conducting an enrollment lottery; 
iii. Before disenrollment of a pupil; 
(E) (i) A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority; (ii)The department shall develop a template to be used for filing complaints pursuant to clause (i).
25. EC Section 47605 (e)(5) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department.
26. EC Section 47604.1 (a) For purposes of this section, an “entity managing a charter school” means a nonprofit public benefit corporation that operates a charter school consistent with Section 47604. An entity that is not authorized to operate a charter school pursuant to Section 47604 is not an “entity managing a charter school” solely because it contracts with a charter school to provide to that charter school goods or task-related services that are performed at the direction of the governing body of the charter school and for which the governing body retains ultimate decision-making authority.
27. EC Section 47604.1 (b) A charter school and an entity managing a charter school shall be subject to all of the following:
1. The Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code), except that a charter school operated by an entity pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 47620) shall be subject to the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code) regardless of the authorizing entity
2. (A) The California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code); 
(B)(i) The chartering authority of a charter school shall be the custodian of records with regard to any request for information submitted to the charter school if either of the following apply:
I. (I)The charter school is located on a federally recognized California Indian reservation or rancheria.
II. (II)The charter school is operated by a nonprofit public benefit corporation that was formed on or before May 31, 2002, and is currently operated by a federally recognized California Indian tribe.
(ii)This subparagraph does not allow a chartering authority to delay or obstruct access to records otherwise required under the California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code).
3. (3) Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) of Chapter 1 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code.
4. (4) (A) The Political Reform Act of 1974 (Title 9 (commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code); (B) For purposes of Section 87300 of the Government Code, a charter school and an entity managing a charter school shall be considered an agency and is the most decentralized level for purposes of adopting a conflict-of-interest code.
28. EC Section 47604.1 (c)(1)(A) The governing body of one charter school shall meet within the physical boundaries of the county in which the charter school is located; (B) A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each school site. (2) (A) The governing body of one non-classroom-based charter school that does not have a facility or operates one or more resource centers shall meet within the physical boundaries of the county in which the greatest number of pupils who are enrolled in that charter school reside; (B) A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each resource center; (3) (A) For a governing body of an entity managing one or more charter schools located within the same county, the governing body of the entity managing a charter school shall meet within the physical boundaries of the county in which that charter school or schools are located; (B) A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each school site and each resource center. (4) (A) For a governing body of an entity that manages two or more charter schools that are not located in the same county, the governing body of the entity managing the charter schools shall meet within the physical boundaries of the county in which the greatest number of pupils enrolled in those charter schools managed by that entity reside; (B) A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each school site and each resource center; (C) The governing body of the entity managing the charter schools shall audio record, video record, or both, all the governing board meetings and post the recordings on each charter school’s internet website; (5) This subdivision does not limit the authority of the governing body of a charter school and an entity managing a charter school to meet outside the boundaries described in this subdivision if authorized by Section 54954 of the Government Code, and the meeting place complies with Section 54961 of the Government Code.
29. EC 47604.1 (d) Notwithstanding Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) of Chapter 1 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code, an employee of a charter school shall not be disqualified from serving as a member of the governing body of the charter school because of that employee’s employment status. A member of the governing body of a charter school who is also an employee of the charter school shall abstain from voting on, or influencing or attempting to influence another member of the governing body regarding, all matters uniquely affecting that member’s employment.
30. EC 47604.1 (e) To the extent a governing body of a charter school or an entity managing a charter school engages in activities that are unrelated to a charter school, Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) of Chapter 1 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code, the Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code), the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code), and the Political Reform Act of 1974 (Title 9 (commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code) shall not apply with regard to those unrelated activities unless otherwise required by law.
31. EC 47604.1 (f) A meeting of the governing body of a charter school to discuss items related to the operation of the charter school shall not include the discussion of any item regarding an activity of the governing body that is unrelated to the operation of the charter school.
32. Laws and regulations governing independent study and other areas of charter school policy and programming, including all sections of California Assembly Bill number 130.
Specific Subgrant Conditions 
33. If awarded, the school’s new subgrant amount will not exceed the amount of unspent funds from the school’s previous subgrant awarded under one of California’s 2020 CSP subgrant competitions. For no school will the total of both awards exceed $2 million.
34. If awarded, the school’s new subgrant period combined with the school’s previous subgrant period under California’s 2020 CSP grant will not exceed three years (36-months).
35. If awarded, the school will ensure that there is no overlap in the scope, or duplication, of subgrant activities between the school’s new subgrant and its previous subaward under California’s 2020 CSP grant. 
36. Will ensure that the applicant meet the definition of a “developer” in ESEA Section  4310(5).
37. Will fulfill all application requirements to meet all statutory and regulatory requirements, including the requirements in Section 4303(f)(1)(C)(i) of the ESEA and Application Requirement (a)(3)(ii) (information that must be included in subgrant applications) in the Notice Inviting Applications for New Awards under the CSP SE program that was published in the Federal Register on April 24, 2024 (89 FR 31172). 
38. If charging for indirect costs, will follow all guidance provided at the https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/ac/ic/ as well as 34 CFR 75.560(d)(a), 34 CFR 75.561(b), and any other state or federal statute, regulations, or interagency agreements. 
39. The subgrant recipient agrees to maintain auditable records on file for five years following the subgrant award ending date.
40. The subgrant recipient acknowledges that all non-federal entities expending $750,000 or more in combined federal funds (e.g., PCSGP and Title I funds, or American Recovery and Reinvestment Act [ARRA] funds) in a single year are required by federal law to obtain and submit a Single Audit to the Federal Audit Clearinghouse.
41. The subgrant recipient will access the Federal Audit Clearinghouse Web page to submit their Single Audit. The Web page is available at https://facweb.census.gov/uploadpdf.aspx.
42. The subgrant recipient acknowledges that the CDE will verify that the subgrant recipient has an enrollment of at least 80 students at one point in time within the first calendar year of operation based on the effective date the charter school is begins serving students. The subgrant recipient agrees to submit a California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) Census Day and/or Charter 20 Day enrollment report, as applicable, in a timely manner. This report must also be submitted to PCSGP@cde.ca.gov.
43. The subgrantee recipient acknowledges that a CALPADS Census Day or Charter 20 Day enrollment count below 72 students (90 percent of the required 80 students) will be placed on payment hold until the required enrollment has been achieved and certified by the charter school authorizer, or additional documentation has been received to prove financial sustainability. Subgrantees failing to meet this requirement by the end of the first year of implementation must show the charter school is sustainable with the reduced enrollment. The subgrantee recipient acknowledges that failure to show sustainability or to meet the enrollment target will result in the termination of the subgrant award. 
44. The subgrant recipient will maintain public posting on the charter school website of the following required information (ESEA 4303[f][2][G]) throughout the term of the subgrant:
i. Information on the educational program;
ii. Student support services;
iii. Parent contract requirements (as applicable), including any financial obligations or fees;
iv. Enrollment criteria (as applicable); and
v. Annual performance and enrollment data for each of the subgroups of students, as defined in section 1111(c)(2) of the ESEA, except that such disaggregation of performance and enrollment data shall not be required in a case in which the number of students in a group is insufficient to yield statistically reliable information or the results would reveal personally identifiable information about an individual student (4303(f)).
45. For Replication and Expansion subgrants only: Replication and Expansion applicants must meet, and continue to meet throughout the term of the subgrant, the definition of a high-quality charter school, as defined by ESEA Section 4310(8), as amended by the ESSA (See Appendix D: Definitions). This includes assurances that the school has no significant issues in the areas of student safety, financial and operational management, or statutory or regulatory compliance, and will communicate any future issues. The CDE will monitor the school’s progress, including academic performance assessment data, in order to determine continuing subgrant eligibility. 
46. For Expansion subgrants only: Under ESSA Section 4310(7), the term expand means to, “significantly increase enrollment or add one or more grades to a high-quality charter school.” Charter schools may be eligible for an Expansion subgrant if they meet ALL of the following criteria:
· The charter school is significantly increasing enrollment (more than 25 percent of its current or prior year certified enrollment) OR adding one or more grade levels to be served;
· The charter school will be funding new or substantially different activities not previously supported by a Planning and Implementation subgrant;
· The charter school is not currently receiving another CSP grant that is intended for the same project; and
· The charter school has not received another CSP subgrant in the past five years, unless the charter school has at least three years of improved educational results for students enrolled in the charter school (see ESEA Section 4303[e][2]). 
47. The subgrant recipient must meet all Federal Funding Accountabillity and Transparency Act requirements, including reporting of executive compensation if applicable, by completing the CDE Federal Funding Accountabillity and Transparency Act Sub-Award Reporting Form (CDE AO-FFATA-001 Form). 
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All Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) Start-Up subgrantees are required to develop and maintain a system for the administration of the procurement of goods and services acquired with federal funds. This requirement is provided for in the following passage from the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200.
Please note that a PCSGP subgrantee is referred to as the “sub-recipient” or the “non-Federal entity” for the purpose of the General Procurement Standards (2 CFR 200.318(a-d)):
a) The non-Federal entity must use its own documented procurement procedures which reflect applicable State, local, and tribal laws and regulations, provided that the procurements conform to applicable Federal law and the standards identified in this part.
b) Non-Federal entities must maintain oversight to ensure that contractors perform in accordance with the terms, conditions, and specifications of their contracts or purchase orders.
c) (1) The non-Federal entity must maintain written standards of conduct covering conflicts of interest and governing the actions of its employees engaged in the selection, award, and administration of contracts. No employee, officer, or agent may participate in the selection, award, or administration of a contract supported by a Federal award if he or she has a real or apparent conflict of interest. Such a conflict of interest would arise when the employee, officer, or agent, any member of his or her immediate family, his or her partner, or an organization which employs or is about to employ any of the parties indicated herein, has a financial or other interest in or a tangible personal benefit from a firm considered for a contract. The officers, employees, and agents of the non-Federal entity may neither solicit nor accept gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from contractors or parties to subcontracts. However, non-Federal entities may set standards for situations in which the financial interest is not substantial or the gift is an unsolicited item of nominal value. The standards of conduct must provide for disciplinary actions to be applied for violations of such standards by officers, employees, or agents of the non-Federal entity.
(2) If the non-Federal entity has a parent, affiliate, or subsidiary organization that is not a state, local government, or Indian tribe, the non-Federal entity must also maintain written standards of conduct covering organizational conflicts of interest. Organizational conflicts of interest mean that because of relationships with a parent company, affiliate, or subsidiary organization, the non-Federal entity is unable or appears to be unable to be impartial in conducting a procurement action involving a related organization.
[bookmark: _Toc82503777][bookmark: _Toc82504009]Purpose
The purpose of procurement regulations is to encourage best practices in the use of federal funds to acquire products and services, while maintaining the public’s trust. Best practices fulfill policy objectives while promoting transparency, accountability, effective management, and competition.
[bookmark: _Toc82503778][bookmark: _Toc82504010]Definition
Procurement refers to the practice of requisition, or the formal demand for goods and services. This includes, but is not limited to, the use of purchase orders, invoices, and the preparation of contracts, each of which is reviewed for approval at various levels of hierarchy within an agency. 
Procurement does not include small purchases that typically would not be reviewed by any system of hierarchy for approval. However, the lack of an organized procurement system does not exempt your organization from requirements tied to purchases that would otherwise be considered procurement.
The following is an example of procurement: a school purchases a large quantity of textbooks through the submission of a purchase order and subsequent receipt of an invoice, both of which are reviewed and approved by the school’s Contracting Officer.
The following is not an example of procurement: an administrator uses a petty cash fund to purchase lunch for a group of teachers at a professional development seminar.
[bookmark: _Toc82503779][bookmark: _Toc82504011]Requirements
In order to comply with regulations, sub-recipients must:
· Develop and maintain on-file, conflict of interest policies for all employees;
· Develop and maintain on-file, procedures for protest and dispute resolution;
· [bookmark: _Hlk184030071]Understand and follow the Methods of Procurement, defined by the Uniform Grant Guidance https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFR45ddd4419ad436d/section-200.320; and
· Understand and comply with Standard Procurement Procedures.
If the sub-recipient fails to comply with these requirements in procuring a good or service, the expense may be prohibited and the CDE may invoice the sub-recipient for any funds allocated to the expense.
Each of these requirements will be described in detail below.
Written Conflict of Interest Policies
Written conflict of interest policies, at a minimum, must address the criteria below (verification that a sub-recipient has established these policies may be requested at any time by CDE staff):
No employee, officer, or agent shall participate in the selection of, award of, or administration of a contract supported by federal funds if a conflict of interest, real or apparent, would be involved. Such a conflict would arise when:
· The employee, officer, or agent, any member of his or her immediate family, his or her partner, or
· An organization, which employs, or is about to employ any of the above has a financial or other interest in the firm selected for award.
The officers, employees, or agents of the sub-recipient will neither solicit, nor accept gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from contractors, potential contractors, or parties to sub-agreements. Sub-recipients may set minimum rules where the financial interest is not substantial, or the gift is an unsolicited item of nominal intrinsic value.
To the extent permitted by state or local law or regulations, such standards of conduct will provide for disciplinary actions to be applied for violations of such standards by officers, employees, or agents, of the sub-recipient.
If the sub-recipient has a parent, affiliate, or subsidiary organization that is not a state, local government, or Indian Tribe, the sub-recipient must also maintain written standards of conduct covering organizational conflict of interest.
The standards of conduct must provide for disciplinary actions to be applied for violations of such standards by officers, employees, or agents of the sub-recipient.
The sub-recipient or applicant for a federal award must disclose, in a timely manner, in writing to the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity all violations of Federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the Federal award. Failure to make required disclosures can result in any of the remedies described in https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-B/section-200.113.
Procedures for Protests and Disputes
The sub-recipient alone must be responsible, in accordance with good administrative practice and sound business judgment, for the settlement of all contractual and administrative issues arising out of procurements. These issues include, but are not limited to, source evaluation, protests, disputes, and claims.
Violations of law will be referred to the local, state, or Federal authority having proper jurisdiction.
Methods of Procurement
Every action of procurement must fall within one of three defined methods of procurement. The methods are: 
· Procurement by micro-purchases
· Procurement by small purchases
· Procurement by sealed bids
Each will be described in greater detail below.
For any method of procurement, time, and material type contracts are only permissible after determination and documentation that no other contract is suitable, and the contract must include a ceiling price that the contractor exceeds at its own risk.
Micro-purchase
Procurement by micro-purchase is the acquisition of supplies or services, where the aggregate dollar amount of which does not exceed $10,000. Micro-purchases may be awarded without soliciting competitive quotations if the sub-recipient considers the price to be reasonable (https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200#200.320).
Small Purchases
Small purchase procedures are those relatively simple and informal procurement methods for securing services, supplies, or other property that does not cost more than the Simplified Acquisition Threshold ($10,000–$250,000). If small purchase procedures are used, price or rate quotations must be obtained from an adequate number of qualified sources.
Sealed Bids
Procurement by sealed bids requires publicly solicited bids, and the firm fixed price contract awarded is the lowest in price.
An invitation for bids is prepared and is used to publicly solicit two or more known vendors or contractors. The invitation for bids must include a comprehensive description for the goods or services desired, and stipulate a time and place when all bids will be publicly opened. Potential bidders must be given sufficient time to prepare a response prior to the opening of bids.
A fixed price written contract is awarded to the bidder whose bid is the lowest in price and meets all conditions of the invitation for bids. Any or all bids may be rejected if there is a sound, documented reason.
Standard Procurement Procedures
For any procurement method used above, sub-recipients should establish and adhere to a standard set of procedures for processing procurements. Any procedures established by the sub-recipient must incorporate key items from federal regulations, which are summarized in the sections below. The sections include:
· Maintain Records 
· Define the Goods and Services
· Pre-Bid/Proposal Review and Analysis
· Establish Criteria for Vendors/Contractors
· Suspended and Debarred Parties
· Cost/Price Analysis during Bidding and Proposals
· Required Contract Provisions
· Bonding Requirements for Construction of Facility Improvement
Maintain Records 
In addition to standards and policies, sub-recipients are required to document specific actions for any procurement. These specific actions include, but may not be limited to:
· Rationale for the method of procurement
· Selection of contract type
· Selection or rejection of a contractor/vendor, and supporting rationale
· Basis for a contract price 
To ensure compliance with regulations, it is best to document each of these actions as they occur within any given instance of procurement. 
Pre-Bid/Proposal Review and Analysis
Before a sub-recipient may solicit bids or proposals, or make small purchases, the sub-recipient must perform the following analysis for all procurements:
· Review proposed procurements to avoid unnecessary or duplicative items
· Provide consideration for consolidating or breaking out procurements to obtain a more economical purchase
· Analyze options for lease versus purchase where appropriate
· Conduct any other appropriate analysis to determine the most economical approach
· Generate and document independent estimates for the price of proposed procurements
Establish Criteria for Contractors/Vendors
Before moving forward with small purchases, proposals, or bids, the sub-recipient should establish criteria for potential contractors and vendors. This may include drafting a list of potential bidders in preparation of an invitation for bids. Contractors/Vendors should possess the ability to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of a proposed procurement. In drafting criteria, the sub-recipient must consider the contractor/vendor’s:
· Integrity
· Compliance with public policy
· Record of past performance
· Financial and technical capacity
Any list of potential contractors/vendors that is generated must be current and include enough qualified sources to ensure maximum open and free competition. Sub-recipients are prohibited from placing unreasonable requirements on potential contractors/vendors that would restrict full and open competition. 
Qualified sources should also include small, minority, or women’s business enterprises, or labor surplus area firms whenever possible. For more information on obligations regarding contracts with small, minority, women’s business enterprises, or labor surplus area firms, please see the relevant section below. 
Qualified sources may include faith-based organizations. For more information on obligations regarding contracts please refer to the Uniform Grant Guidance located at https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200. 
Suspended and Debarred Parties
The provisions of 2 CFR Part 180 (https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-I/part-180?toc=1) restrict Federal awards, sub-awards and contracts with certain parties that are debarred, suspended or otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation in Federal programs or activities.
Non-Federal entities, which include sub-recipients, may not solicit goods or services from any party that is debarred or suspended or is otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation in federal assistance programs under Executive Order 12549, “Debarment and Suspension.”
Non-Federal entities, which include sub-recipients, are required to vet any potential contractor for suspension or debarment before a contract is awarded or goods and services are exchanged. A list of suspended and debarred parties may be accessed through the Exclusions page (https://sam.gov/content/exclusions) at the System for Award Management website.
Cost/Price Analysis During Bidding and Proposals
Sub-recipients are required to conduct cost or price analysis for every procurement action. The type and degree of analysis will vary depending on the situation; at a minimum, the following analyses are required:
· Sub-recipients must make independent estimates before receiving bids or proposals for all types of procurement.
· A cost analysis must be performed when the potential contractor/vendor is required to submit the elements of his or her estimated cost, such as under an architectural engineering services contract. 
· A cost analysis must be performed when adequate price competition is lacking, and for sole-source procurements (including noncompetitive proposals).
· A cost analysis must be performed for contract modifications or change orders, unless price reasonableness can be established on the basis of catalog or market price of a product sold in substantial quantities to the general public, or based on prices set by law or regulation.
· A price analysis will be used in all other instances to determine the reasonableness of the proposed contract price. 
Required Contract Provisions
All contracts funded by the grant must include the provisions listed below, if the indicated condition is applicable. Federal agencies are permitted to require changes, remedies, changed conditions, access and records retention, suspension of work, and other clauses approved by the Office of Federal Procurement Policy.
· For time and material type contracts–A ceiling price that the contractor exceeds at its own risk. 
· For all contracts–Notice of CDE requirements pertaining to reporting.
· For all contracts–Retention of all required records for five years after sub-recipients make final payments and all other pending matters are closed. 
· For all contracts–Access by the CDE, the Federal Department of Education, the Comptroller General of the United States, or any of their duly authorized CDE Representatives’ access to any books, documents, papers, and records of the contractor which are directly pertinent to that specific contract for the purpose of making audit, examination, excerpts, and transcriptions. 
· For all contracts–Mandatory standards and policies relating to energy efficiency, which are contained in the state energy conservation plan issued in compliance with the Energy Policy and Conservation Act (Public Law 94–163, 89 Statute 871).
· For contracts that exceed the simplified acquisition threshold of $250,000, administrative, contractual, or legal remedies in instances where contractors violate or breach contract terms, and provide for such sanctions and penalties as may be appropriate.
· For all contracts in excess of $250,000–Compliance with all applicable standards, orders, or requirements issued under Section 306 of the Clean Air Act (42 United States Code [U.S.C.] 1857[h]), Section 508 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1368), Executive Order 11738, and Environmental Protection Agency regulations (40 CFR part 15).
· For contracts in excess of $10,000–Termination for cause and for convenience by the grantee including the manner by which it will be affected and the basis for settlement.
Contracting
Contracting with Small, Minority, Women’s Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Area Firms 
Whenever possible, sub-recipients will solicit goods and services from small, minority, or women’s business enterprises, or labor surplus area firms. This may be accomplished by placing qualified small, minority, and women’s business enterprises on solicitation lists, and soliciting those businesses whenever they are potential sources. The following conditions apply:
· Sub-recipients must still comply with procurement procedures, including the use of appropriate bidding and selection processes and providing for ample competition as required by law. 
· Although sub-recipients should still give consideration to a vendor’s technical and financial capacity, sub-recipients should also divide total requirements, when economically feasible, into smaller tasks or quantities to permit maximum participation by small, minority and women’s business enterprises. The sub-recipients may not use this to bypass the small purchase threshold. 
· It is permissible to document preference for small, minority, or women’s business enterprises as justification for selecting a vendor or contractor that does not provide the lowest-cost goods or services.
· If subcontracts are to be let, sub-recipients must require the prime contractor to take the affirmative steps listed above. 
PCSGP subgrantees are “non-Federal entities” for the purposes of the following regulations. For more information on obligations regarding Equipment and Supplies, please refer to the Uniform Grant Guidance located at https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200.
PCSGP 2024 Waiver Entry Application
Non-Federal entities are encouraged to use the services and assistance of the Small Business Administration and the Minority Business Development Agency of the Department of Commerce for assistance in seeking out small and minority businesses. 
1
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All PCSGP subgrant recipients must follow federal regulations when purchasing, using, and disposing of subgrant project equipment and supplies.
· “Equipment” is defined as tangible, non-expendable, personal property (including information technology systems) having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $10,000 or more per unit.
· “Supplies” means all tangible personal property other than those described in Equipment. A computing device is a supply if the acquisition cost is less than the lesser of the capitalization level established by the sub-recipient for financial statement purposes or $10,000, regardless of the length of its useful life.
Equipment
A requirement of the CDE’s PCSGP grant monitoring program is to verify that the equipment and related records of grant recipients are following federal regulations included in https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFR8feb98c2e3e5ad2/section-200.313.
1. Title: Subject to the obligations and conditions set forth in this section, title to equipment acquired under a grant or subgrant will vest upon acquisition in the non-Federal entity respectively.
2. States: A State will use, manage, and dispose of equipment acquired under a grant by the State in accordance with State laws and procedures. Other non-Federal entities will follow paragraphs (c) through (e) of this section.
3. Use:
a. Equipment shall be used by the non-Federal entity in the program or project for which it was acquired as long as needed, whether or not the project or program continues to be supported by federal funds. When no longer needed for the original program or project, the equipment may be used in other activities currently or previously supported by a federal agency.
b. The non-Federal entity shall also make equipment available for use on other projects or programs currently or previously supported by the Federal Government, providing such use will not interfere with the work on the projects or program for which it was originally acquired. First preference for other use shall be given to other programs or projects supported by the awarding agency.
c. Notwithstanding the encouragement in 2 CFR 200.307 to earn program income, the non-Federal entity must not use equipment acquired with grant funds to provide services for a fee to compete unfairly with private companies that provide equivalent services, unless specifically permitted or contemplated by federal statute.
d. When acquiring replacement equipment, the non-Federal entity may use the equipment to be replaced as a trade-in or sell the property and use the proceeds to offset the cost of the replacement property, subject to the approval of the awarding agency.
4. Management requirements: Procedures for managing equipment (including replacement equipment), whether acquired in whole or in part with grant funds, until disposition takes place will, as a minimum, meet the following requirements:
a. Property records must be maintained that include a description of the property, a serial number or other identification number, the source of property, who holds title, the acquisition date, cost of the property, percentage of federal participation in the cost of the property, the location, use and condition of the property, and any ultimate disposition data including the date of disposal and sale price of the property.
b. A physical inventory of the property must be taken and the results reconciled with the property records at least once every two years.
c. A control system must be developed to ensure adequate safeguards to prevent loss, damage, or theft of the property. Any loss, damage, or theft shall be investigated.
d. Adequate maintenance procedures must be developed to keep the property in good condition.
e. If the non-Federal entity is authorized or required to sell the property, proper sales procedures must be established to ensure the highest possible return.
5. Disposition: When original or replacement equipment acquired under a grant or subgrant is no longer needed for the original project or program or for other activities currently or previously supported by a federal agency, disposition of the equipment will be made as follows:
a. Items of equipment with a current per-unit fair market value of $10,000 or less may be retained, sold, or otherwise disposed of with no further obligation to the awarding agency.
b. Except as provided in https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.312#p-200.312(b), or if the Federal agency or pass-through entity fails to provide requested disposition instructions within 120 days, items of equipment with a current fair market value in excess of $10,000 (per-unit) may be retained or sold by the recipient or subrecipient. However, the Federal agency is entitled to an amount calculated by multiplying the percentage of the Federal agency's contribution towards the original purchase by the current market value or proceeds from the sale. If the equipment is sold, the Federal agency or pass-through entity may permit the recipient or subrecipient to retain, from the Federal share, $1,000 of the proceeds to cover expenses associated with the selling and handling of the equipment. 
c. The non-Federal entity may transfer title to the Federal Government or to an eligible third party, provided that the non-Federal entity is entitled to compensation for its attributable value of the property.
d. In cases where a non-Federal entity fails to take appropriate disposition actions, the awarding agency may direct the non-Federal entity to take excess and disposition actions.
6. Federal equipment:
a. In the event a non-Federal entity is provided federally-owned equipment:
i. Title will remain vested in the Federal Government.
ii. Non-Federal entities will manage the equipment in accordance with federal agency rules and procedures, and submit an annual inventory listing.
iii. When the equipment is no longer needed, the non-Federal entity will request disposition instructions from the federal agency.
7. Right to transfer title: The federal awarding agency may reserve the right to transfer title to the Federal Government or a third party named by the awarding agency when such a third party is otherwise eligible under existing statutes. Such transfers shall be subject to the following standards:
a. The property shall be identified in the grant or otherwise made known to the non-Federal entity in writing.
b. The federal awarding agency shall issue disposition instruction within 120 calendar days after the end of the federal support of the project for which it was acquired. If the federal awarding agency fails to issue disposition instructions within the 120 calendar-day period items of equipment with a fair-market value in excess of $5,000 may be retained by the non-Federal entity or sold.
c. When title to equipment is transferred, the non-Federal entity shall be paid an amount calculated by applying the percentage of participation in the purchase to the current fair market value of the property.
8. The provisions of paragraphs (c), (d), (e), and (g) of this section do not apply to disaster assistance under 20 United States Code (U.S.C.) 241–1(b)–(c) and the construction provisions of the Impact Aid Program, 20 U.S.C. 631–647.
Supplies
[bookmark: _Toc82503781][bookmark: _Toc82504013]A requirement of the CDE’s PCSGP grant monitoring program is to verify that the supplies and related records of grant recipients are following federal regulations included in 2 CFR 200.314 (https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFR8feb98c2e3e5ad2/section-200.314).
1. Title: Title to supplies acquired under a grant or subgrant will vest, upon acquisition, in the non-Federal entity respectively.
2. Disposition: If there is a residual inventory of unused supplies exceeding $10,000 in total aggregate fair market value upon termination or completion of the award, and if the supplies are not needed for any other federally sponsored programs or projects, the grantee or subgrantee shall compensate the awarding agency for its share.
For more information on obligations regarding Equipment and Supplies, please refer to the Uniform Grant Guidance located at https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200.


Appendix C: Financial Management Standards
PCSGP recipients are required to adhere to federal regulations when developing and using a financial management system to administer federal PCSGP funds. A requirement of the CDE’s grant-monitoring program is to verify that the financial management systems of subgrant recipients are in compliance with federal regulations. 
PCSGP subgrantees are “non-Federal entities” for the purposes of the following regulations. For more information on obligations regarding financial management standards, please refer to the Uniform Grant Guidance located at https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200.
Financial Management Regulations (2 CFR 200.302) (https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-D#200.302) 
1. A State’s and other non-Federal entities financial management systems, including records documenting compliance with Federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the federal award, must be sufficient to:
a. Permit preparation of reports required by this part and the statutes authorizing the grant, and
b. Permit the tracing of funds to a level of expenditures adequate to establish that such funds have not been used in violation of the restrictions and prohibitions of applicable statutes.
2. The financial management system of each State and other non-Federal entities must meet the standards for Retention Requirements for Records 2 CFR 200.334, Methods for Collection, Transmission and Storage of Information
2 CFR 200.335, Access to Records 2 CFR 200.336 and Restrictions on Public Access 2 CFR 200.337.
a. Financial reporting. Accurate, current, and complete disclosure of the financial results of financially assisted activities must be made in accordance with the financial reporting requirements of the grant or subgrant.
b. Accounting records. All non-Federal entities must maintain records, which adequately identify the source and application of funds provided for financially-assisted activities. These records must contain information pertaining to grant or subgrant awards and authorizations, obligations, unobligated balances, assets, liabilities, outlays or expenditures, and income.
c. Internal control. All non-Federal entities must establish and maintain effective internal control and accountability over the Federal award in compliance with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the Federal Award. All non-Federal entities must adequately safeguard all grant funds, personal property, and other assets and must assure that it is used solely for authorized purposes.
d. Budget control. Actual expenditures or outlays must be compared with budgeted amounts for each grant or subgrant. Financial information must be related to performance or productivity data, including the development of unit cost information whenever appropriate or specifically required in the grant or subgrant agreement. If unit cost data are required, estimates based on available documentation will be accepted whenever possible.
e. Allowable cost. Applicable Office of Management and Budget (OMB) cost principles, agency program regulations, and the terms of grant and subgrant agreements will be followed in determining the reasonableness, allowability, and allocability of costs.
f. Source documentation. Accounting records must be supported by such source documentation as cancelled checks, paid bills, payrolls, time and attendance records, contract and subgrant award documents, etc.
g. Cash management. For non-Federal entities other than States, payment methods must minimize the time elapsing between the transfer of funds from the U.S. Treasury or the pass-through entity and disbursement by the non-Federal entity whether the payment is made by electronic funds transfer or issuance or redemption of checks, warrants, or payment by other means.
For more information on obligations regarding payments, please refer to the Uniform Grant Guidance 2 CFR 200.305 at https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-D#200.305.
An awarding agency may review the adequacy of the financial management system of any applicant for financial assistance as part of a pre-award review or at any time subsequent to award.
Federal Depreciation Regulations (2 CFR 200.436) (https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-E/subject-group-ECFRed1f39f9b3d4e72/section-200.436):
(a) Depreciation is the method for allocating the cost of fixed assets to periods benefitting from asset use. The non-Federal entity may be compensated for the use of its buildings, capital improvements, equipment, and software projects capitalized in accordance with GAAP, provided that they are used, needed in the non-Federal entity's activities, and properly allocated to Federal awards. Such compensation must be made by computing depreciation. 
(b) The allocation for depreciation must be made in accordance with Appendices III through IX. 
(c) Depreciation is computed applying the following rules. The computation of depreciation must be based on the acquisition cost of the assets involved. For an asset donated to the non-Federal entity by a third party, its fair market value at the time of the donation must be considered as the acquisition cost. Such assets may be depreciated or claimed as matching but not both. For the computation of depreciation, the acquisition cost will exclude: 
(1) The cost of land; 
(2) Any portion of the cost of buildings and equipment borne by or donated by the Federal Government, irrespective of where title was originally vested or where it is presently located; 
(3) Any portion of the cost of buildings and equipment contributed by or for the non-Federal entity that are already claimed as matching or where law or agreement prohibits recovery; 
(4) Any asset acquired solely for the performance of a non-Federal award; and 
(d) When computing depreciation charges, the following must be observed: 
(1) The period of useful service or useful life established in each case for usable capital assets must take into consideration such factors as type of construction, nature of the equipment, technological developments in the particular area, historical data, and the renewal and replacement policies followed for the individual items or classes of assets involved. 
(2) The depreciation method used to charge the cost of an asset (or group of assets) to accounting periods must reflect the pattern of consumption of the asset during its useful life. In the absence of clear evidence indicating that the expected consumption of the asset will be significantly greater in the early portions than in the later portions of its useful life, the straight-line method must be presumed to be the appropriate method. Depreciation methods once used may not be changed unless approved in advance by the cognizant agency. The depreciation methods used to calculate the depreciation amounts for indirect (F&A) rate purposes must be the same methods used by the non-Federal entity for its financial statements. 
(3) The entire building, including the shell and all components, may be treated as a single asset and depreciated over a single useful life. A building may also be divided into multiple components. Each component item may then be depreciated over its estimated useful life. The building components must be grouped into three general components of a building: building shell (including construction and design costs), building services systems (e.g., elevators, HVAC, plumbing system and heating and air-conditioning system) and fixed equipment (e.g., sterilizers, casework, fume hoods, cold rooms and glassware/washers). In exceptional cases, a cognizant agency may authorize a non-Federal entity to use more than these three groupings. When a non-Federal entity elects to depreciate its buildings by its components, the same depreciation methods must be used for indirect (F&A) purposes and financial statements purposes, as described at the https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.436#p-200.436(d)(1) and https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.436#p-200.436(d)(2) of this section. 
(4) No depreciation may be allowed on any assets that have outlived their depreciable lives. 
(5) Where the depreciation method is introduced to replace the use allowance method, depreciation must be computed as if the asset had been depreciated over its entire life (i.e., from the date the asset was acquired and ready for use to the date of disposal or withdrawal from service). The total amount of use allowance and depreciation for an asset (including imputed depreciation applicable to periods prior to the conversion from the use allowance method as well as depreciation after the conversion) may not exceed the total acquisition cost of the asset. 
(e) Charges for depreciation must be supported by adequate property records, and physical inventories must be taken at least once every two years to ensure that the assets exist and are usable, used, and needed. Statistical sampling techniques may be used in taking these inventories. In addition, adequate depreciation records showing the amount of depreciation must be maintained.


Appendix D: Definitions
Educationally disadvantaged student: A student in one or more of the categories described in section 1115(c)(2) of the ESEA, which include children who are economically disadvantaged, children with disabilities, migrant students, English learners, neglected or delinquent students, homeless students, and students who are in foster care (2022 CSP Notice of Final Priorities). 
· Economically disadvantaged pupils (EC Section 54026, ESEA Section 1115[c][2]) 
· Children with disabilities or “individuals with exceptional needs” (EC Section 56026, ESEA Section 8101[4])
· Migrant students (EC Section 54441[a], ESEA Section 1115[c][2][C])
· English learners (EC Section 52163[m], ESEA Section 8101(20))
· Neglected or delinquent students (ESEA Section 1115[c][2][E])
· Homeless students (EC Section 48850, ESEA Section 1115[c][2][E])
· Students who are in foster care (EC Section 48853.5)
High-Quality Charter School: As defined under ESEA Section 4310(8), a “high-quality charter school” means a charter school that:
(a) shows evidence of strong academic results, which may include strong student academic growth, as determined by the State;
(b) has no significant issues in the areas of student safety, financial and operational management, or statutory or regulatory compliance;
(c) has demonstrated success in significantly increasing student academic achievement, including graduation rates where applicable, for all students served by the charter school; and
(d) has demonstrated success in increasing student academic achievement, including graduation rates where applicable, for each of the subgroups of students, as defined in ESEA Section 1111(b)(2), except that such demonstration is not required in a case in which the number of students in a group is insufficient to yield statistically reliable information or the results would reveal personally identifiable information about an individual student.
Lottery: See Public Random Drawing.
Public Random Drawing (Lottery): A random selection process used to admit applicants to a charter school when the number of applicants exceeds a school’s enrollment capacity. 20 U.S.C. 7221i(1)(H).
The CDE may review each applicant's approved charter to ensure that it complies with applicable federal and state public random drawing (lottery) laws, including ESEA sections 4303(c) and 4310(H). Admission preferences and recruitment plans shall not create an attendance barrier for students seeking enrollment at the charter school, and may not discriminate against students of a particular race, color, national origin (including English language learners), religion, or sex, or against students with disabilities. 
Locally and SBE-authorized charter schools must comply with California Education Code (EC) sections 47605(e)(2)(A) and 47605(e)(2)(B) which state:
EC Section 47605(e)(2)(A)–A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the school; and
EC Section 47605(e)(2)(B)–If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the school district except as provided for in EC Section 47614.5. Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in accordance with all of the following:
(i) Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority at a public hearing.
(ii) Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California Constitution, and Section 200.
(iii) Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation.
(iv) [bookmark: _Hlk82168773]In accordance with EC Section 49011, preferences shall not require mandatory parental volunteer as a criterion for admission or continued enrollment.
Charter schools authorized as a countywide benefit charter must comply with EC Section 47605.6(e)(2)(A) and EC Section 47605.6(e)(2)(B) which state:
EC Section 47605.6(e)(2)(A)–A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the school; and
EC Section 47605.6(e)(2)(B)–However, if the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the county except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Other preferences may be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis and only if consistent with the law.
Applicants must comply with EC Section 49700, which provides for the timely enrollment of children of military families and ensuring that they are not placed at a disadvantage due to difficulty in the transfer of educational records or various entrance/age requirements.
In addition to descriptions provided through the PCSGP application and charter petition, PCSGP subgrantees will report the timeline, process, and procedures for the random public drawing (lottery) implementation each year during Annual Performance Reporting.
A charter school receiving CSP funds may not create separate lottery pools for girls and boys. Subgrantees must hold one lottery that provides qualified students with an equal opportunity to attend the school.  Therefore, a charter school receiving funds under the program is precluded from holding separate lotteries for boys and girls.  Nor may a school weight its lottery in favor of one gender over another.  A school seeking to increase participation of one gender should do so by targeting additional recruitment efforts toward that gender.  20 U.S.C. 7221b(b)(3)(I) and 7221i(1)(H). CSP Nonregulatory Guidance (January 2014).
Enrollment preferences, lottery exemptions, and weighted lottery categories utilized by the school during its subgrant term must meet all requirements under EC sections 47605(e)(2)(B) or 47605.6(e)(2)(B) and, as such, must be consistent with federal law, the California Constitution, and EC Section 200. Weighted lottery preferences and procedures must be consistent with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 444 of the General Education Provisions Act, Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and all CSP Nonregulatory Guidance.
Weighted Lotteries: Weighted lotteries (i.e., lotteries that give additional weight to individual students who are identified as part of a specified set of students, but do not reserve or set aside seats for individual students or sets of students) are permitted only in certain circumstances. CSP Nonregulatory Guidance (January 2014). 
California state law does not prohibit weighted lotteries, as described in CSP Nonregulatory Guidance (January 2014). This weight may only provide a slightly better chance of admission, state law does not provide a cap on the percentage of available seats that may be offered via a weighted lottery algorithm. Under this RFA, PCSGP subgrantees may not implement weighted lottery categories without prior approval by the U.S. Department of Education.


[bookmark: _Hlk180578040]Appendix E: Fiscal Reporting Requirements
All 2024 PCSGP Waiver RFA Start-Up Sub-Grants are reimbursement only. The CDE will not issue any advance payments for the sub-grant. In order to be reimbursed for expenses, sub-grantees must request a reporting cadence (monthly or quarterly) for each fiscal year of the sub-grant term. Based on this reporting cadence, each subgrantee must submit to the CDE:
1. Expenditure Reports on CDE template
2. Ongoing General Ledger (GL) report for the duration of the sub-grant period for only PCSGP expenditures, separated by reporting cadence (monthly or quarterly). The GL must be itemized and show the names of all vendors paid from the sub-grant, date, and a description of the services or items purchased. 
3. Supporting documentation (e.g. invoices, receipts, contracts, etc.) must be provided for each expenditure.  
The sub-grantee is responsible for ensuring that reports are accurate, complete, and submitted on time. Failure to submit on time may result in reimbursement payments being delayed. Failure to submit Expenditure Reports, GLs, or supporting documentation may result in termination of the sub-grant award.
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